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E mortal Bards, on whoſe heavy 
laden Brows deep penſi ve Con- 
templation ſits enthroned, whoſe Scon- 
ces ſprout with imaginary Bays; thou 
Grifith, the Epitome of Pope's out- 
ward Man; and thou revered Fitz 
Gerald, whoſe Cloud-capp'd Skull had 
long, like Jo vx's, been in labour, (but 
not with the ſame Kind of Conception) 
'till relieved by the obſtetric Virtues 
of Sir Fielding, Knight of the Star, a- 
bove the Garter; thro! whoſe miracu- 


lous Intervention you were delivered 
a 2 af 


(av...) Y 
of that Changeling, viz. the academic 
Sportſman; with as ſtrange an After- 
birth, the Dedication. Both which liv- 


ed, alas! like an Ephemeron, but for 


a Day, and were then defunct. And 
thou Lucas, diſintereſted Bard, for by 
the Operations of. thy Fancy, I am 
well convinc'd you never pocketed a 
fingle Groat. And thou, tho laſt, not 
leaſt in Favour, Wag flaſfe the profound, 
who diſregarding the beaten Veſtiges 
of Ancients and Moderns, and con- 
temning all Species of Criticiſm, haſt 


| rejected all Attempts on the Sublime, 


and boldly Plunged thyſelf into the 
Bathos, from which you, will never 
emerge : you, who by thy Speculations 
have found that the Reſidue of Man- 


kind view all Things thro a falſe Me- 
| dium; and by thy Penetratation, ſut- 


Pg 


62 
paſſing Lynceus in exploring the Re- 
ceſſes of the Heart, haſt found, that 
Townſhend's was replete with Virtues, 


but PONSONBY's, NEWENHAM's, 


and LUCAS's with Vices. 'Thou, I 
ſay, who retaileſt Paradoxes, whoſe 
Fund of Wit hath not been ſupplied 
by Phoebus or the ſacred Nix x, but wy 
more powerful Avarice, 


I ay, all, and each of you, about 
whoſe Birth, neither ſeven States, nor 
ſeven Streets will probably contend, 
for your Productions prove you of 
Grub-ſtreet growth: Ye Garretteers, 
who have received the poetic Afflatus 
in Attic Stories, who have ſought for 
Parnaſſus i in the Purlieus of the City, 
and dived into night Cellars for Hip- 
poerene: Ve inoffenfive _ who 
| | never 


ENR) 
never uttered aught that could give 
Umbrage to the meaneſt Character or 
Capacity; whoſe Productions will be 
appropriated to multifarious Uſes; to 
you, and each of you, I commit my: 
Cauſe, and as I have made ſuch ho- 
nourable Mention of yon, by which 
you may perhaps be recollected one 
Month longer; for theſe important. 
Services, I claim your Protection and 
Favour; which, if you would ſincerely 
confer on me, muſt not conſiſt in 
Epiſtles, Addreſſes or Eulogiums ; no, 
forſake that unfertile Path, and as you 
vary in every other Reſpect from the 
Reſidue of Mankind, vary alſo in this, 
for know, ye laborious Spiders of Lite- 
rature, that ſuch is the depraved State 
into which Taſte has degenerated, that 
all adopt Tenets diametrically oppoſite 
to 


(n ) 


to your Opinions; for they applaud 


what you condemn, they admire' what 
you contemn, et vice verſa. Let then 
your affectionate Love be expreſſed to- 
wards me, by belching out a Volcano 
of Invectives againſt me; proclaim a- 
loud, that the following little Eſſays 
are the Offspring of Dullneſs, and the 
reſt of my Readers will eſteem them 
otherwiſe; ſtyle me a ſtupid Hireling, 
or one of your own Fraternity, (ſyno- 

nimous Terms) and I, perchance, may | 
paſs, (though undeſervedly) for a Wit. 
With the greateſt Virulence comment 
on, and decry each Canto, nay every 
Line, and that will enhance their Va- 
lue almoſt as much as if the two Dar- 
lings of the Mus ES, GRATT AN, 
and PRESTON had expreſs'd their 


public Approbation of them. 


Farewell, 


(viii) 

Farewell, may you live much longer 
than the Offspring of your Brains, re- 
gret not, however, their Deceaſe, they 
are in Peace, while you remain in this 
Vale of Miſery, they enjoy . 
lity in Milton's Limbo. 
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In FOUR CANT O8. 
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CANT. 0 1 
Tus ARGUMENT. 


Our Knight his Virtues, Wit and Ire, 
His magic Rod, and canting Squire; 
It's Qualities, and his Profeſſion, 

Are here ſet down without Digreſſion : 
Howe er, the Virtues of his Man too, 
Are left unto the ſecond Canto. 


A MIDST this Brood of two-legg'd 


Monſters; 
e that Truth's Dictates ne er miſconſtrues, 
EEE 


* 80 inſtituted from Pide Fradd, which Words 
gnify Faith broken, or Truſt betray'd ; a Term pro- 
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Canto 1. 9. 16. It is Needleſs to explain who Sancho 


| a 228 intituled, « Sancho's Government of Ba- 
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Nor miſapplies the Parts beſtow'd him, 
Is like a ſecond Lot in Sodom; | 
And eke the Mortal that no'Knave is, 
Is now a Days a Rara-Avis: 


For this degenerated Race, | 
Do never heſitate to place  _ ; 
Their Happineſs and Summum Bonum, 


(So take the impiſh Office on dem.) ro 


In ſpreading Plagues, which in the End, 8 
Muſt to their own Deſtruction tend; | 


In which our Hero had no Equal, | 
As I'll convince you by the Sequel. > 
When Barataria ſtream'd with Sorrow, 


For Sancho's having ſuck'd her Marrow ; 
Preferring ev'ry fawning, ſpurcous 
Reptile, fit but for a Work-houſe ; 

| Ti * 


per for the Poem, and a Name maſt fit for our Knight, 
who has in every Occurrence of his Condu betrayed 
the public Truſt and Welfare, to gratify private, and 
his Maſter's wicked Ambition. | 


and Barataria are, that has been fully explained by a 


rataria.“ 


83 
As Catgut-ſcrapers, Breeches-makers, 

To worthy patriotick Speakers ; 20 

When ev'ry honeſt Face was triſtful, 

While cringing Pandars got their Fiſt full; 

When Newenham for virtuous Deed, 

Was ſtripp'd and plunder'd of his Bread 

When the gibbous Cloud-capp'd Gauger, 

Flouriſh'd in a ſhort-liv'd Ledger; 

When M—ig—w—y and 1 -&, 

While infernal Bills were paſſing, 

By trucking Votes had got their Riſe, 

And were made Monſters of Exciſe. 2 . 

Then, lo! her Siſter Iſle in Turn, 3 

Had twenty Times her Cauſe to mourn; 
B 2 _ - ee 


F:. 33. ir Edvard Newenham was removed from 
his Employ of Collector, which he purchaſed, for 
voting againſt Sancho's ruinous Meaſures. 


Y. 25. The Cloud-capp'd Gauger.] Amyas Griffith, 
Jas ridiculous for ſtyling himſelf Eſq; as for his Preten- 
ſions to Poetry. 


F. 27. M-ntg-m-ry and M-ſ-n.) Theſe were made 
Commiſſioners of the Exciſe Board, which was iniquit- 
ouſly inſtituted by Sancho, to cram the Avarice of an- 
dars, among whom were theſe. 


, | 
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For then our Knight his Caſtle quit, 

To prove his Learning, Worth and Wit: 
This high and puiſſant hardy Knight, 
Was heretofore a Tory wight; 

Yet by an Order of the Court, 

Where many of his ſtamp reſort, 

For Honeſty and Honour loſt, 

Receiv'd his Knighthood, and a Poſt: 40 
| Whereas by due and equal Right, 

He ſhould have been a poſted Knight. 

At e'en the firſt Review there's ſcarce one, 
But what would gueſs his Mind by's Perſon ; 
His Figure was the very Index, 

Of what you might expect within Decks ; 
His haggard Looks and wrinkled Forehead, 
Were Title Page to ſomething horrid. 


His 


v. 40. Received his Knighthood and a Poſt.) It is 
remarkable, that the Enſigns of that once noble Order | 
of Knighthood, which were formerly beſtowed on Men | 
of Merit, are now only proſtituted to thoſe Slaves of 


Government who drudge at all obſcene Deeds, without 
Compunction or Heſitation. 


. 42. A pofted Knight,] Or a Knight of the Poſt, 
an Order, as Times are, as honourable as the other. 


40 


'S 3 


His Blood-ſhot Eyes with Rheum replete, 


Were never known to look Man firaight : 50 
But, like his inner Man, with Fright, 


| Recoil'd and fled from open Light; 
And as Therſites is of old, 
Decypher'd, ſquinting, lame and bald: 


Sir Fidèfract might well I wot 'em, 
Contend with him from Top to Bottom ; 


For Fidefra&t's the Name we find, 


Our Knight to his Diſpatches ſign'd. 
His bloated Belly as he ſtruts, 


Can ſcarce ſuſtain its Weight of Guts; 60 
Which have been pamper'd to this Faſhion, 


Upon the Vitals of the Nation ; 

His Tuſks for ev'ry Time diſplay'd, 
Threw Toties Quoties a Caſcade ; 
With which there iſſued filthy Squelch, 
Pernicious as Etnean Belch ; 


His Shoulders mounted to his Creſt, 


Were diſproportion'd as the reſt ; 
His outward Works of ſtrangeſt Plan, 
Half minted with the Stamp of Man; 70 
Betray'd 
P. 57. For Fidifra#s* the Name wwe find.] Lord 
N-rth. 


r 
Betray d in ev'ry ſpurious Feature 

The diſappointed Work of Nature; 
Whoſe Journeymen have oftentimes 
Begat ſuch Changlings for their Crimes; 
"Which ſerves them for a Memorandum, 
For doing what ſhe dont command 'em. 
As to his Talents, 'tis abſurd 

Almoſt to ſay one fingle Word; 

Which ev'ry where recorded lie, 

On Piſſing-Poſt and /Pillory. 80 
He ever had ahhorr'd the Schools, 

Their Pedantry and Ethic Rules; 
Maintaining that they only meant, 
To give the Mind a wayward bent; 
That Truth and Learning are Chimeras, 
Which marr the Rudder that ſhould ſteer us; 
And in our Reaſon ſow the Seeds, 

Of noxious and unwholeſome Weeds: 
He was a Man emunctæ naris, 

A Witneſs prompt as at the Bar is; 90 
With ſeeming Candour would explain, 
What all his Operations mean: 
Yet carefully in Explanations, 

Adher'd to mental Reſervations. - 
His, 


ä 
His Words flew quicker than the Wind, 
While tardy Meaning lagg'd behind: 
So moral Words from Judges flow, 
While limping Juſtice follows ſlow : ' 
His Language too is ſo high flown, 
That it is underſtood by none ; 100 
Except that ſupple, motley Tribe, 
Who never can withſtand a Bribe: 
A Bribe, which can excite the Coward, 
And make the bluſhing Virgin froward : 
Can make the holy Gownſman vary, 
And like a Spaniel, fetch and carry : 
From Texts unheard of Meanings find, 
As clear as Pigs can ſee the Wind. 
Tas thus his Words gain'd Volunteers, 
Caught Knaves and Aſſes by the Ears: 110 
For he has always much to ſay, 
Among the penſion'd Mobile; 
By which tis clearly underſtood, 
He loves to flounder in the Mud. 
His Words flow'd ſmoothly as the Tagus, 


Sweet as a Caledonian Haggals ; 
. Such 


V. 116. A Caldonian Haggaſs,] A horrid Farrago 
or Mixture, compoſed of Fragments of all Kinds, with 
Onions and Leeks in Abundance, uſed by the Scotch. 


142 J 


Such ſounding Sentences he'd hollow, 

As, Orpheus like, would make Beaſts follow : 

Such Beaſts I mean whoſe Squelch is ſuch, 

The Jews will neither eat nor touch. 120 

Not that old Aſiatic Glutton, | 

Who ſwallow'd Poiſon juſt like Mutton ; 

That wily Empirick of Pontus, 

With whom Antiquities confront us, 

Had half his oratorial Worth, 

Or took ſuch Pains ig holding forth ; 

His Languages though twice Eleven, 

With his in no Reſpect were even: 

For he when heading of the Rabble, | 

Would twice as many coin'd Words gab- 
ble 3 130 

And thoſe produc'd in File and Rank, 

As e'er were us'd by Mountebank ; 

He's Maſter of ſuch Eloquence, 

Such well-pick'd Words, and ſterling Senſe, 


That 


V. 121. That old Afiatic Glutten.) Mithridates ce- © 
lebrated for underſtanding twenty-two different Lan- 


guages, and for inventing an Antidote, called, the ** 
thridnte, after him. 


TS 

That he ne'er ſeparates his Lips, 
But out a Glaſgowiſm ſlips. 
is other Gifts we need not name, 
hey are ſo ſpread abroad by Fame : 
he Manner how he keeps his Word, | 
Alike to Yeomanry and Lord 140 
In breaking which we always find, 
He deem'd it nought but breaking Wind. 
But now to celebrate his Courage, 
hich is the Prodigy of our Age; 
Of Nature, which exceeds Relation, 
ounded on nice Prevarication: 
e's not like him, who, as they tell you, 
as ripp'd from his dead Mother's Belly: 
or Cocles, Brutus, nor Camillus, 
With whoſe Applauſe Hiſtorians fill us ; 150 
or the ambitious Alexander, 
ho ſigh'd for World's where he might 

wander; 

or antiquated Heroes fam'd, 
or wounding, maiming, and b'ing maim'd ; 


i: | Who 


9.148. Wasrippd from br dead Mathers Bl Julie 


ſar. 
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Who paid more Courtfhip'to Bellona, 
Than Swains and Ruſticks to Pomona. 
Our Knight adopting other Rules, 
Has prov'd the Antients arrant Fools: 
For he deviſes and contrives, 
Not with the Sword to take Mens Lives; oy . 
But by a more expedient ... 
To drown the weſtern World with Tea: 
While he, Deucalion like, alone, 


May fail, and fee the World undone. 


Our hardy Knight hath ſtudy'd well, 

The Politicks of Machievel; 

By whoſe wiſe Maxims he hath known, 
When-onee his Adverfary's down, 

Never to grant him any Quarter; 

But like the fierce and favage Tartar, 170 
To hold Expoſtufations van, 
Leſt he fhould riſe to fight again. 
Our noble Chief could alſo quote us, 
Some trifling Paſſages from Soetus; 


F. 62. To drown the weſtern World with Tea.) A 
luding to a certain pernicious AQ, replete with Mit 
chief, that has cauſed ſo much Bloedſhed and Loſs 0 
Trade, 


L J 


Was an Adept expert and able, 
At quibbling, ſyllogiſtic Squabble ; ; 
With great Facility could prove, 
Self- murder was but true Self-lave ; 
And Controverſially decide, 
hat killing Swine is Suicide. 180 
hat Mercy lies in Ropes. and Axes, 
Subjects grow rich by heavy Ms 
hat Civil Liberty's the Seed, 
From which licentious Acts : 
hat King's ſhould make their Subjeds 


know em, 
By imitating Rehoboam; 
\nd deeming them meer lving Clods, 
Rule them, like him, with Iran Reda: 
Nor heed a ſalutary Syſtem, 
But do whatever it may liſt ern. 190 
2 Theſe 


P. 186. By imitating Rabeboam.] The Son of 
olomon, but unlike him, for he was a weak, ſtubborn 
ool, who rejected the Advice of wiſe, honeſt: Men, 
Abo counſelled him to Moderation, and tach the Ad- 
h Mi vice of bad, raſh Men, who adviſed him ta adopt Artie 
ary Meaſures; therefore, Eleven of the Tribes of 
Iſrael wiſely cry'd out, To your Tents, Q Ie“ 
and declared themſelves independent. 


12 ] 
Theſe are the Maxims which he broaches, 
By which — B—t—1 is on Crutches. 
Who could ere now have thought this Nation, 
Would lean on Brunſwicker or Heſſian? 
Or petty Princes pay, and court, 
To be our Crutches and Support; 
And kindle up War's ſleeping Embers, 
Betwixt the Belly and it's Members : 
For which tis thought that, ſoon or late, 
He'll at the Tripos meet his Fate. 200 
That Wood on which the Nation's Truſt is, 
To ſhew ſuch Malefactors Juſtice; 
And that his Junto too will dangle, 
From an occaſional Triangle. 

As for Religion, his, we find, 
Was of a complicated Kind: 
Upon the Sleeve of them 'twas pinn'd, 
Who to Corruption ſeem'd inclin'd : 


'Mong 


F. 195. Or petty Princes pay, and court.) After 
having kindled, by his Ignorance and Wickedneſs, a 
ruinous Conteſt between the Belly and the Members, 
FidefraQ was conſtrain'd to rely on a vagrant Crew of 
Mercenaries. - 
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ng 
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Mong Deiſts he with Language groſs, 
Would ſpit and tread upon the Croſs: 
As trading Dutchmen do to pleaſe, 
And circumvent the Japaneſe. 
With Infidels he was an Atheiſt , 
And, when in Rome, a rigid Papiſt : 
On proſtituted Knees he'd go, 
To kiſs his Holineſs's Toe. 
'Mong Proteſtants he'd make a Pother, 
About the Excellence of Luther. 
With Calviniſts he'd cry down Pop'ry, 
Church Organs, Ornaments and Fopp' ry; 220 
And prove that Surplices were wore 
By thoſe who lov'd the Scarlet Whore ; - 
Would reprobate the toaſting Engine, 
By Inquiſition us'd for ſingeing: 
In ſhort, to ev'ry Sect of People, 
He was conformable and ſupple. 

But now tis time we ſhould i 
The true Religion of his Heart: 
Though it is made a Doubt by many, 
Whether or no our Knight had any. 230 
The Moral Law he ſet at Nought, 
And on Externals never thought; 


14] 
Which Thought in private he derided ; 
Yet in his Maxims coincided, 
With that ſtrange ſuperſtitious Sect, 
Whom Truth or Goſpel ne'er direct; 
Whoſe Tenets are dependent from, 
| The juggling Archimage of Rome; 
0 With thoſe who hearing what did paſs, 
Betwixt old Baalam and his Aſs; 249 
Retain ſo great a Veneration, 
For that ſame long-ear'd Generation; 
They whiſper all their Faults and Fears, 
In high exalted Aſſes Ears: 
Where Laſſes fond of carnal Sport, 
For Penance frequently reſort; 
And like the fickle, female Rover, 
Who took a cloven-footed Lover; } 
And play'd, in Heifer's Guiſe, the Whore, 
Which Act produced the Minotaur. = 25a 
E'en ſo our friſking modern Laſſes, 
Receiving Penance from thoſe Aſſes , 
Do uſher forward now. and then, 
A Progeny of muliſh Men : 
With theſe our Knight of endleſs Glory, 
Was in his Principles a Tory: 


And 


— 
bh - 


- — — — - . 4 _— FP. . . ” 
he 4 4 3 r 0 * 4 1 2 — a 2 . — — - 
_ wh, * 2 C > — n — 4 a - - — ” 6 — 
= _ _ * 1 8 — # — - — — 4 — — ene 32 — 
£m —— — —— 8 — — r ORR <0 GX — rr . a 
N . ; —— F — — . Bs : — — px» * 
3 — — — _ — . _ E $3. p u LP N 2 
* = * — CE DT T1 - * 2 L - I — ee.” — — —u— — oe 5 — ” x ns . A < Im * — * _ — — — 
8 — ag, en _— . . — — 7 7 e - -— 2 _— —— —_———— <  —— Drs * — 8 — 2 St — 8 2 — — 
7 A a, wh SE 5 nh 4 - — — ——— —— — —— — —— . ——̃ — Saw. vs > — - _— — — ——M — — — —— — 
— — — bay : 2 — — <p pa _—— as 0 
1 4 18 —_ 1 - 933 9 C * — « WG — « 4 —_ . . S - 


40 


nd 


To own Hereditary Right ; i 


. WI 
And as that Sect eſteem it ſafer, 
To pay Obeyſance to a Wafer; 
And Deify what dirty Sloven | 
Has juſt extracted from the Oven. 262 
Our Hero thus ador'd the Man, 135 
Who iſſu'd from a Warming Pan; 
And thought ſo wonderful a Thing, 
Was only fit to be a King: 
They lowly bend and proſtrate lic 
The Duſt from off a cloven Stick; 
And buiid their Paradiſe upon 
The Virtues of ſome Knucle Bone : 
In them the Contact of a Relique, 
Will cure imaginary Phthiſick : 
They hold for certain there are mickle 
Of Virtues myſtical in Pickle ; 
And in the Fragments, Seams and Stitches, 
Of Joſeph's Waiſtcoat, Coat and Breeches : 
And Reliques of the fam'd St. Larrey, 
And Becket canoniz'd by Harry. 
Our Knight thus deem'd it the true Light, 


Paſſive 


7. 262. Who iſſued from a Warming Pan.) The 
late Pretender, ſuppoſed Son to James the Second. 
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To be his Caterer and Cook. 


. STS IAPTITT 
„„ 
— — — — a 

— — . % - — 4 & a 


T. 6 1 


Paſſive Obedience, Non-reſiſtance, 

Alone ſecure Divine Aſſiſtance: 280 
In pithy pompous Terms he'd couch, 

The Virtues of the Stuart Touch; 

How it can cure the running Evil, 

And even exorciſe the Devil, 

More expeditiouſly and clever, 

Than Tobit did, with Fiſh's Liver; 

How that the Monarch of the Wood, 

Ne'er violates their Royal Blood; 

But, Citius Dicto, will lie down, | 
And Mary's ſacred Offspring own, 290 
That therefore Lions have much leſs, 

Of Cruelty than Savage Beſs; 1 

Who dar'd to put an End to Treaſon, 

By lopping off her Royal Weezen: 


Androcles thus, while far from home, 


When he had abdicated Rome, 
A voluntary Lion took 


Our Knight, though much inclin'd to Error, 
Was yet in one Reſpect the Mirror 300 
Of what in Scripture's reckon'd Merit, 
For he was, truly, poor in Spirit; 


So: 


80 


or, 


197 1 


So much that he to gather Pelf, 

Would vend his Country, and himſelf; 

Would worſhip Images of Gold, 

Like the Graſs-eating King of old; 

Had he in Aaron's Time but liv'd, 

Through Penitence he had not griev d, 

But would with Pleaſure ſwallow Half F 

The triturated Golden Calf, 310 

And would permit, without a Frown, 

The Chymic Potion to go down: 

His Memory he'd not encumber, | 

With ſacred Writ, which he deem'd Lumber 

The only Paſſage he would read, 

Is where we're told the choſen Seed 

Did on their March, Jure Divino, 

Spoil the Egyptians of their Rhino; | 
| I 21 Which 


v. 306. Like the Graſ-eating King of old.] Nebu- 
chadnezzar. X 


F: 216. 7 he triturated Golden Calf. Moſes, for 
their Idolatry, made the Iſraelites drink the Golden 
Calf. As Moſes was ſkilled in all the Learning of the 
Egyptians, he had, no Doubt, acquired a ſufficient 
Knowledge in Chemiſtry to make Gold ſoluble, 


[ 28 ] 
Which Paſſage he had got by Rote, 
Would always follow, often quote ; 320 
For that, and other Texts, his Skill, 
Would dreſs and curry to his Will; 
And was as vain of his Opinion, 
As if he were a young Quintihan ; 
In all Things obſtinate and rude, 
But never obſtinately good. 
Near thatknown Place, where meazly Pigs, 
Like Tumblers ſkill'd, fwing by the Legs; 
Where carrion Subjects are bien rats'd, 
Fmbowell'd and anatomiz'd : 330 
Where Cur with Cur for Offals ſerambles, 
By vulgar Tongnes 'yclep'd the Shambles. 
In Albion there's a Caſtfe rear'd, 
By Rebels and Banditti fear'd ; 
With Sway deſpotick in this Tow'r, 
Rules a tyrannick Governor ; 
Withal ſo very hoſpitable, 
He entertains the worſt of Rabble ; 
And is ſo anxious left they rove, 
He lacks their Wriſt in magick Glove: 340 
Which alſo knit to ring of Iron, 
Keeps ſympathetick Leg from ſtirring: 


To 


320 


40 


To 


1 


To them Egreſs he ſtill denies, 

But when the Judges of Aſſize, 

With Dignity of Wig and Look, 

Receive their Viſits at the Dock. | 

In this fam'd Rhadamanthine Fortreſs, 

To which Tiſiphone is Portreſs : 

Whence guiſque Condemnatus Nepos, 

In doleful Dumps led to the Tripos. 350 

This Caſtle of the Common Weal, | 

By Mortals ſtyl'd the Common Jail; 

His Anceſtor Iniguis Fatis, 

Obtain'd a ſcanty Lodging gratis: 

And as like Oſiers, Children grow, 

Juſt as they're faſhion'd, even fo 

His willing Heir, when but a Codger, 

Imbib'd the Maxims of each Lodger ; 

Which have deſcended to our Knight, Et: 

By due hereditary Right. .-. obs 

Thus ſkill'd, our Knight, to ſhew his Worth, 

Pregnant with Miſchief, ſallied forth; 

Not with a ſtately Palfrey furniſh'd, 

Nor Launcet, Sword, nor Armour hurniſh d; 

But with a Garter and a Star, 

The Omens of deſtructive War; 2 5 
D 2 And 
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[ 20 ] 


And like a Lapland Wizard rode, 


On what we call a Magic Rod: 

With this ſaid Wand he took his Courſe, 
As Fortunatus with his Purſe : 370 
For like the Purſe 'twas never found F 
To let it's Owner run a Ground ; 

For it could contributions raile; : - 

By intricate myſterious Ways: 

By Tontine Schemes, and Permits made, 
To carry on clandeſtine Trade: 

By Proclamations and Embargoes, 

On private Properties and Cargoes: 

While avaricious knaviſn Factors, 
Monopolizing baſe Contractors, 

Might without fear of Fine or Seizure, 

For Socket-Money act their Pleaſure. 

It alſo like the Grand Committee | 

Of Ways and Means, could rob the City : 
Nay, in a Month or two at leaſt, 

It ſpread its Terror through the Eaſt ; 


And 


Y. 368. On what we call a Magic Red, ] His Staff 
of Office. | 


en => 20 
And trampled thoſe who once could boaſt 


on, 

Their Strength in Madraſs and Indoſtan. 

Retailers too, combine to prop, 

And keep its ſwelling Potence up; 

For which they, vice verſa, get, 

Licenſe to uſe the falſeſt Weight, q90-.. * 

And without Dread of Ancle Labour, | 

May cheat ad libitum their Neighbour : 

This Wand would do as ſtrange and m 
Tricks, 

As ever did the fam'd St. Patrick's ; 

Yet in their Qualities they differ'd, 

As much as Pathick B—s, and L—ff—d : 


For 


v. 388. In Madraſs and Indeſlan.] The arbitrary 
Plunder committed on the Eaſt India Company, and 


the depriving them of their Privileges, in order to ex- 
tend the royal Prerogative. 


v. 398. B, and L—f——d.] The firſt of 
them, the late Chancellor of Ireland, a corrupt infamous 
Son of Gomorrah, the latter is preſent Chancellor, a 
moſt upright worthy Man. 


[ 22 J 

For as the Patriarch's was pregnant 

With Virtues to expel malignant 400 

Monſters ; & contra, our fam'd Knight's, 

Maintain'd a Muſter Roll of Sprites, 

Prepar'd and ready at Command, 

Whene'er his Worſhip wav'd his Wand. 

Who kept as many Demons under 

His Orders, as the Witch of Endor. 

A *Squire he had, whoſe canting Drone, 

Of Noftril Tubes, annoy'd the Town ; 

Who ſometimes proftitutes the Preſs, 

By 'bringing forth, a calm Addreſs : 410 

Who can by Strength of Intuition, 

Deſcribe the Horrors of Perdition, 

And indiſcriminately damn us, 

Except ſuch ſimple Ignoramus, 

As tamely yields to be a Gudgeon, 

And ſtoop to feign'd Fanatic Dudgeon : 
„ In 


Y. 407. A Squire he bad.] Weſley the Swadling 
Preacher, who at firſt was a violent American Partizan, 
but having got a conſiderable Douceur from FidefraQ, 
he then changed ſides, and publiſhed a vile Piece of 
Traſh, called, the Calm Addreſs, 


ww 
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[ 23 ] 
In ev'ry Artifice moſt ſupple, 
He ſerv'd our Knight in Manner duple; 
At Night, a new Religion-Planter, 
At Day, as Scribe and quo Warranter : 420 
For which your honeſt Men will have it, 
That he deſerves a hempen Cravat ; 
Yet by his Sophiſtry could prove, 
He was impell'd by Grace and Love. 
He held, that ev'ry Chriſtian's Merit 
Conſiſted not in Acts, but Spirit; 
And, that the Spirit's truly good, 
Which takes its Riſe from Fleſh and Blood. 
For which, to Females when he preaches, 
He draws his Reaſons from his Breeches : 4 30 | 
For Zeal is a ſufficient Salve, 
For him all Modefty to brave: 
With Hocus Pocus, Zealots' flight, 
He gains on Conſciences by Night: 
Then acts as Chaplain, during Life, 
To ev'ry over-zealous Wife. 
*Gainſt Luſt and Avarice complains, 
Yet practices what he arraigns : 
The ſelfiſh Bigot doth believe, TI 
That bant'ring Zeal can Heaven deceive, 449 | 


CIS CEE EEE REED 


14 1 


So truffs about, a Conſcience trolling, _ 1 
Like Leyden Jack, or Knipperdoling, d 
Entra ping by long-winded Stories, : 
And Periods of memento mort's, F / 
He could like Phalaris' Bull, ; | 
In the Bottom of his Belly how! : | 


And his external man diſtort, 

To help his ſpiritual Sport, 

That Blaſts, by ſtraining, he lets fly, 

Which current paſs for Prophecy: 430 

For if the Pythian Lady's Speeches, 

As ſome ſay iſſued thro' her Breeches, 

Why ſhould not he, if Words be Wind, 

Have Gift of Prophecy behind? 

When common Reaſon takes a Nap, 

He then endeavours to entrap 

The nodding Mind, by Phoſphor's Light, 

As Boys by Links take Birds at Night. 

A ſtrange Epitome of Evil, 

Pregnant with an intriguing Devil. 460 
TY His 
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J. as. Lobe Jahn, and Knipperdoling.] A Pair of 
Vagabonds, who ſet up a new Religion, ſimilar to that 
Rar. GET 


of 
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[ 25 ] 


His Conſcience ſear'd would never boggle, 


Nor heſitate at holy Juggle. 

'T was thus he found the Means to plant 

A New-light. Church itinerant ; 

Moreo'er, this Money-making Doctor, 

In ev'ry City kept a Proctor, 

To borrow money where he knew it, 

And promiſe Payment like a Druid, 

In th'upper Regions, where tis hop'd, 
That Moth and Ruſt cannot corrupt; 470 
For which unprecedented Duty, 

When he receiv'd the gather'd Booty, 

He gave thoſe Underſtrappers Poundage, 
For working in the Houſe of Bondage. 
He, like the muddling Sons of Eli, 

Was much devoted to his Belly ; 

And hath, like them, full well we know, 
Made more than one Amphitryo, 

And frequently ſupply'd their Place, 


To fill the Conſort full of Grace: 480 


Inflicting, with Intent to mend her, 
Strict Diſcipline of Kettle-Bender : 
And that their Hearts he might inſpect, 
And ev'ry Fault and Vice correct, 


E Minutely 


. 
* 


ET 
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 Minutely ſcrutiniz d the Part, 
That leads directly to the Heart; 
Then utter Arguments in Vollies, 
To palliate his vicious Follies: 
And when he found himſelf perplex d, 
Would blaſphemouſly torture Text: 490 
Would urge, that we, by Heav'n's Command, 
Should multiply and ſtock the Land; 
That Brothers raiſe Seed for each other, 
And is not each, his Neighbour's Brother? 
That Demiquavers inter crura, 
Are Conſequences ex natur; 
That the Purſuit of Propagation, 
Produces Subjects for Salvation; | 
That to neglect, when Pow'r is giv'n, 
To propagate. young Heirs for Heav'n, 500 
Is marring Nature's great Deſign, 
And therefore ethnical and vain. 
Nay more, this Phariſaic Sophiſt, 
With unexperienc'd Female Noviſt, 
This feign'd Diſtributor of Manna, 
Would act the Elder with Suſanna. 
So infamouſly far has gone, 
As with the holy Writ to pun: 


D( 


Would, 


& 49: 7 
ould quote the Paſſage, Time, and Place, 
hat David, for the choſen Race, 510 
Preſerv'd their Daughters, Wives, and Sons, 
ot by his Sword, but Scrip of Stones. 
hene'er an odd Spurt of Contrition, 
Vork'd him to ſend up a Petition, 
e would addreſs the Powers above, 
either thro' Gratitude or Love; 
But Horror, Dread, and Fear of Evil, 
As Chili Indians do the Devil. 
e, like our worthy Knight, was pat in 
Some paltry Odds and Ends of Latin: ga 
hich they, with equal Judgment, quote, 
\s Pyes and Parrots do, by rote. 7 
Accoutred thus, great Larvo ſtraight, --- 
(For ſo he's nam'd) attended: Knight; 
ever were in Adventure join'd 
wo of a more congenial Mind, 


E 2 "Ie For 


Y. 517. 4s Chil Indians ho the Devil ] Theſe 
door Pagans worſhip the Devil in order to appeaſe his 
Malice. 


ind, 


500 


Y. 523. Larva, ] Signifies a Maſque, and here al- 


ouldMWludes to the Squire's Hypogriſy. 
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For Courage, Virtues, Wit, and Parts, 
For ſympathetic Heads and Hearts : ' 
That had our Knight, anatomiz'd, 
By Surgeon ſkill'd been ſcrutiniz'd, 530 
As was his Anceſtor, you'd ſwear, 
His Texture ſuited to a Hair, 
With that of his coltuſive Squire, 
Who allied forth, with equal Fire: 

' Juſt we oftentimes have ſeen, 
A Brace or two of Highwaymen, 


With equal Inclination wander, 


In queft of Robbery and Plunder: 
Yet well connetted in their own Neſt, 
Prove villainoufly juſt and honeſt 4.50 
Among themſelves; fo Vice to Vice 
Is often * e. 


7 


End of the frft Canto. 
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Tus ARGUMENT. 


M hat we did hitherto poſtpone, 

Js in the ſecond Canto fhewn : 

The Properties, and weighty Pack 

Of Virtues that pertain'd to Mac, 
How, when the three began their Sally, 
The Knight and Lar vo could not tally | 
Their Arguments on that Occaſion, 
By which they prov'd their Inclination: 


HERE is a Proverb all Men know, 
| That Carrion never kill'd a Crow; - 
That where the Carcaſe has been plac'd, 


The Vulture eaſily is trac'd : * 


ARGUMENT. 5. 4. Mac.] Mac is a Cha- 


racter that the Reader may apply to an innumerable 
Multitude 


133 

So with our celebrated Pair, 

There fally'd forth a Volunteer, 

To Fidefract a conſtant Lacquey : 

Whom ſome have nominated Mac'y. 

But who would not curtail a Letter, 

In order to preſerve the Metre? 10 

To keep it, therefore, ſmooth and ſmack, 

We'll moſtly appellate him Mac; 

Of that unhoſpitable Tribe, 

Who ſold their Monarch for a Bribe: 

A Bribe 'tis true, for well I wot, 

He was not worth the Price, a Groat. 
Mac was a Vermin-eaten Log, 

The piſſing Poſt of ev'ry Dog: a 


Multitude, as there are as many of that Country and 


Complexion who infeſt London, as there were Locuſts 
that infeſted Egypt: but poor England, unhappily, has 


not even a Land of Goſhen, however fo ſmall, uninfeſt- 


ed by them. 


CANTO, Y. 14. Who ſold their Monarch for a 
Bribe.] It is well known that the Bribe which the Scotch 
got for betraying Charles the firſt, amounted only, when 


divided, to a Groat a Man. 


* 


» a 


E062] 
In whom the Polypeds had burrow'd 
As deep as once they did in Herod ; 20 
And other Reptiles plough'd his Fleſh up, 
As formerly in Saxon Biſhop. | 
A Cupboard Friend, a Cringing fawner, 
Who'd act the Spaniel for a Dinner: 
Averſe from Induſtry and Labour, 
He lov'd to ſponge upon his Neighbour 
An honeſt Calling would decline, 
More than the Rechabites did Wine, 
The Summum bonum of whoſe Wiſhes, 
Conſiſted in o'erloaded diſhes. 3 4 
Who thought no Tranſport could be higher, 
Than that of ſcratching by the Fire; 
So Cows in Tranſports wild are loſt, 


While working at a rubbing Poſt. 


So whilom David Rizzio's Son, 

Who muted when a Sword was drawn, 
| Who 
Y. 28. More than the Rechabites did Wine.) They 


were a SeCt among the Jews, who profeſs'd Temperance, 


and abſtain'd from all Kinds of Wine. 


Y. 35. David Rizzio's Son.] James the Firſt, who 
wrote a curious Treatiſe on Witchcraft, and in whoſe 
Reign 
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Who ſcented Treaſon by it's Odour, ( 
As Crows at Diſtance can ſmell Powder: | 
Who lov'd, like Saul, to hunt a Witch, ] 
Delighted alſo in the Itch. 40 iii 


Mac like a Cabin Cur would ſquat, 

And meditate a boiling Pot: 

Sooner than ſtint himſelf in wadding, 

Would act the Buffoon and Jack-pudding; 

Would rather play the Part of Pandar, 

Than keep his carnal Wallet under: 

Would never ſtart from Ways amiſs, 

To cram his Ventricle Abyſs: 

With greater Violence would wag on 

His Jaws, than Prieſt of Bell and Dragon, 50 

And as a Wind- mill is, we find, ( 

Faithful and conſtant to the Wind, | 

So Mac was conſtant to the Gales, 

Which ſmoaking Beef and Pye exhales. ] 
| 
] 


oo !] hen? Fwd . 
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His Carcaſe was, to ſpeak in brief, 
A kelted Caravan of Beef: 


Of 


Reign, every poor old Woman that kept a Cat, was ſuſ⸗ 
pected and tried. 


Y. 37. Who ſcented Treaſon.) Alluding to his Saga- 
city in detecting the Gunpowder Plot. 


„% 


Of Honeſty he ne' er was nice, 
Nor Maiden Scruples rais'd at Vice: 
But always held an Adder's Ear, 
o To aught but Intereſt and Fear. 60 
Brib'd by the Knight, he ſeem'd moſt fervent, 
In Acts obſcene, his truſty Servant: 
He ſold th* Advowſance of his inner 
; Man, for a Penſion and a Dinner. 
Some ſay, the poor Plebeian's Swerving, 
Was to ſecure himſelf from ſtarving; 
But there ſubſiſts another Reaſon, 
And that abſtracted from his Weezen: 
For can the Leopard change a Spot, 
0 Which he from parent Nature got? 70 
Or can the Ethiop change his Hue, 
And take him a Complexion new ? 
Or can the Monſter of the Nile, 
Diveſt himſelf of Fraud and Guile? 
No more could Mac, his inner Man, 
Or drop the Cuſtoms of his Clan. 
Nurtur'd amidſt that barren Soil, 
Where famiſh'd, naked Peaſants toil, 
Tho' now tranſplanted to that Scene, 
Where Liberty was whilom ſeen ; 80 b 
3 Until # 


L 34 ] 
Until by M—f—4, B—e, and N—h, 
The weeping Nymph was driven forth ; 
From whence the lovely Goddeſs croſs'd on, 
And took her Reſidence in B-: 
Thus, Mac, tho' in a Climate kind, 
Chang'd not his Eſſence, but his Rind; 
So Urine empty'd in a Rill, 
Is nothing elſe but Urine ſtill ; 
Tho' by the Mixture it at laſt 
Varies ſomewhat in Smell and Taſte. 90 
Thus Gluttony, a ſure Narcotick 
To Shame, and what is more, deſpotick, 
A Nature ſullen, dark, and gloomy, 
Uſher'd abroad this moving Mummy. 
But, cer we venture to relate, 
The mighty Deeds, Atchievements great, 
Of Knight and his Auxiliaries, 
By which they dar'd the Pillories: 
Nay, ſome of them in ipſo facto, 
Have ventur'd daringly their Neck too. 100 
I muſt invoke a proper Muſe, 
Such as is fitting for our Uſe; 
Thou who with copious Draughts of P-s, 


Haſt lately elevated TwIss, 
| And 
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And urg'd him on to ſearch in vain 
Through Spaniſh Tracts for Hippocrene : 
Thou that haſt been ſo loud an Herald 
Of Fame to Smcocks and Fitzgerald; 
Who, when they make the greateſt Fuſs, 
We may conclude Naſcetur Mus. 110 
Grant your Aſſiſtance but this once, 
And future Aid I will renounce; 
For firſt I thought in Rhymes heroic, 
To ſing of Eſquire Apoſtolic ; | 
Of hardy Knight with magic Wand, 
Of Mac and Caledonia's Band : 
But ſoon I deem'd the motley Throng, 
Would but diſgrace heroic Song : 
Their Shame and Deeds Tl then reheaſe, 
And gibbet them in Doggrel Verſe. 120 

When near that mungrel Minute drew, 
Got betwixt White and Ethiop Hue: 
When Caledonians root their Heads, 
To chaſe unnumber'd Polypeds; 


F 2 And 


V. 121. When near that mungrel Minute drew.] The 


Dawning of the firſt Light. 
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And like the old romantick Fighters, 
To vanquiſh many fierce Backbiters; 
And dreadful Canibals expel, 
By joining right and left Thumb Nail; 
And like the cloyſter'd Virgins threſh, 
And claw and tatter their own Fleſh, 130 
Our precious Trio iſſu'd out, 
To join the Sycophantick Rout ; 
And while they gloomily jogg'd on, 
Our meditating Knight begun; 
In Scientific Praiſe to ſtart, 
The real Feelings of his Heart. 

«Tis ſtrange what Tales of Cocks and Bulls, 
Are fram'd by antiquated Sculls : 
Whoſe Roſicruſian Names are coin'd, 
Whoſe Dwelling is but in the Mind; 140 
Whoſe feint Exiſtence is ideal, 
And have no Archetype that's real 
Invented merely for to gull, _ 
The ſtraight-lac'd conſcientious Fool; 
Such as that fancy'd Dream of Honour, 
A ſtrange Chimera of the Coiner : 
Yet talk'd of at as great a Rate, 
As Stoicks did of Virtue prate : 


A ly 


y 


E 
A ſly invented ſubtle Theme, 

That makes Credulity to dream. 150 
It is a Brain- ſicx Hypocondre, 

That ſends our Reaſon forth to wander ; 
Like thoſe Enthuſiaſts who ſtrove, 

To flumber in Dodona's Grove : 

It is a necromantic Pow'r, 

That us'd to bind Men's Senſes o'er ; 
Defacing the Atkereus ignis, 

And making Nature dull, et Segnrs : 

The daring Soul it binds with Shackles, 

And holds it in inchanted Tackles. 160 
It is a Mote to the Mind's Eye, 

That makes it ſquint and look awry ; 

That Nature damps, and makes the Brave 
Degenerate into a Slave : 


A Coin- 


v. 154. To ſlumber in Dodona's Grove.) A Grove 
conſecrated to Jove, whither ignorant Pagans uſed to 


repair to obtain Prophecies ; where they uſed to en- 


deavour to ſleep, wrapp'd in Sheep Skins ; from whence 
the ignorant Papiſts derive their Cuſtom of ſleeping on 
the Cavities of various Rocks, dedicated to various 
Saints, 
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1 
A Coinage minted by the Prieſt, 

Which paſſes current with the Reſt: 
Thus Prejudice of Education, 
Gives Root to this Infatuation: 
But I, who never wiſh'd or meant, EY 
To barter Senſe for common Cant, 170 
Nor tamely yield to be confin'd, 
By that which ſuits a vulgar Mind: 
Determin'd am to gain Repute, 
Regardleſs by what Means I do't. 
See what a Rout in ev'ry Corner, 
Was made about the Chapel-Burner: 
Eroſtratus in Proſe and Rhyme, 
Survives the Saw and Teeth of Time; 
While he who built the mighty Fane, 
Unknown, unheard of, work'd in vain. 180 
Would not, but for his bungling Cobler, 
Empedocles' Name been nobler, 
Than all the Sophi, with their Boaſting, 
By venturing a Minute's Toaſting ? 
However ſo, his Name ſurvives, 
And in Fame's deathleſs Annals lives. 


Do 


Fx l 
V. 183. Than all the Sophi.] Sophi means here the 
Philoſophers, not the Monarchs of Perſia. 


( 39 ] 

Do not thoſe petty Thieves who ſwing, 
Like Pendulums from hempen String, 
In Ballads live, while Judge and Jury 
Submit to Time's deſtructive Fury? 190 
Who would have heard of Felton's Name, 
Had he not murder'd Buckingham ? 
The Saint who flew the Albigenſes, 
Would not be known in future Tenſes, 
But for the many holy Murders, 
That were committed by his Orders: 
Thus even Vice and pious Rage, 
Recorded are in Clio's Page ; 
Dalrymple too, my Name ſhall bruit, 
And act as Clio's Subſtitute : 200 

And 


Y. 193. The Saint who ſlew the Albigenſes.] Domi- 
nick, a bloodthirſty impious Murderer, who encouraged 
the War, or rather the diabolical Maſſacre of the Al- 
bigenſes for being Proteſtants. Once when an Aſſault 
was juſt beginning on one of their Holds, the General 
who commanded, aſked Holy Saint Dominick how they 
ſhould manage to diſtinguiſh the Faithful from the He- 
reticks? To which the pious Man replied thus, Put 
all to the Sword that come in your Way, the Lord will 
take Care of his own.” 


v. 199. Dalrymple too.] Dalrymple and Johnſton, 
wo 


40 J 
And Johnſton ſhall my Talents bray, 
As far as Maſſachuſett's Bay.“ 
Quoth Larvo, I would not demur, 
But for the Hazard we incur, 
For Fame, that's full of Tongues and Eyes, 
Hallucinates and tattles Lyes: 
For which, but few are now inclin'd, 
To heed th' Opinions of Mankind, 
Or muſty Maxims long out worn, 


No farther than it ſerves a Turn. 210 


What Landed Man is ſo abſurd, 

To ſtick at breaking of his Word ? 

Tho' Traders muſt, in hopes to prop, 

And keep uncertain Credit up. 

What pious Prelate ſcruples, fari 

Nolo, (thrice) Epiſcopari? 

And deems it not by Odds the better, 
T'aftirm a lye than loſe a Mitre? 

Is not the Sale of Livings made 

A Kind of ſpiritual Trade? 220 


A'nt 


two miniſterial hackney Writers. The Reader ſhould 
not confound the latter of theſe Hirelings with the cele- 


brated Governor Johnſton. 


„ 

Ant they as marriage Portions givn, 

To Levites' Daughters, when they're craving? 
Nor are the Huſbands faint or loath, 

To ſwallow the ſimonial Oath. 

Doth not each Miniſterial Cut-purſe, 

Sell Promiſes to gain his Purpoſe ? - 
Were not the learned M—f—4's grounds 
For varying, ten thouſand Pounds? 

From Honour, Conſcience, Oath and Word, 
As in the Caſe of Ford and Ford. 2.30 


6 In 


v. 230. The Caſe of Ford and Ford.] The Father 
of theſe two Diſputants had bequeathed his Eſtate, 
which was in Settlement, to the youngeſt Son, without 
levying Fines ; a Matter abſurd to the moſt ignorant : 
However, Lord Mansfield, to the Afﬀtoniſhment of the 
whole Bar, pronounced a Decree in Favour of the 
Younger. The preſent Chief De Grey recommended 
an Appeal from ſo villainous a Decree, as he tiled it; 
but before two Days the elder Brother, thus robbed of 
his Birth-right, put an End to his Exiſtence, I had 
near forgot to mention, that the younger Brother had 
Twenty Thouſand Pounds ready Money alſo z which, 
no Doubt, he ſkilfully laid out, as he had none remain- 
ing a few Days after he obtained that curious Decroe. 
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L 42 ] 
In which he drew a Gloſs and Face 


Quite new, upon a mooted Caſe. 


What, but an Appetite for Gain, 

Could alſo make him tug and ſtrain, 

And twiſt the Meaning of the Laws, 

As lately in the D——gl——s Cauſe? 

How hath Sir F/—i—r N—t—z won 

His Wealth? by acting pro and con. 
There's H—--z whoſe little Share of Know- 


ledge, 
Could ſcarce provide him Salt and Por- 
ridge : 240 


By b'ing an Eccho to another, 
Upon the Bench now makes a Pother: 
And in a flaming Scarlet Hood, 


_ Exhibits Majeſty. in: Mud. 


Since ſuch Men then are-never led, 
By what in Converſation's ſaid , 
ö Or 


7. 236. So lately in the D=gl—s Cauſe.] It is need- 


leſs to comment on this Aﬀair, which has: been fully 


illuſtrated by a Pamphlet written in a moſt maſterly 
Manner by Mr. Stewart on that Cauſe, to which the 


Reader 1s referred. 
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Or ſacrifice their Eaſe, or mourn, 
At having met with public Scorn; 
Regardleſs, ſo they gain their Views, 
Asvagrant circumventing Jews, 250 
How public Voice, and common Fame, . 
May brand with Infamy their Name : 
We alſo may with Eaſe diſpenſe - 
With Shame, could we but raiſe a Fence, 
To ſhield us from the public Rage, 
And Indignation, I preſage : 
But when the State is topſey turvy, 
Our Figure would be poor and ſcurvy; 
Surrender'd up to expiate, 
The Depredations of the State ; 260 
For if deſerted wou'd of Courſe 
Be made to ride an Iron Horſe, 
So Rooks ſuſpended in the Air, 
Are Signs for others to beware. 

Quoth Fidefract, upon Reflection, 
Methinks you'll lay aſide. Dejection: 


G 2 Friends 


F.-262. To ride an Iran Horſe} A common Name 
for Gibbetting. | 


14 ] 
Friends of intrinfick Worth J have, 
More pliant than a Turkiſh Slave : | 
Noviſts may have their Qualms of Fear, 
At Widow's Groan, or Orphan's Tear. 270 
With horrid Deeds mine ne'er diſpute, 
But act as keen as Turkiſh Mute; 
Dejection, Fear, and inward Strife, 
Originate from Love of Life; 
How can they dread a deſp'rate Courſe, 
Whoſe Situation can't be worſe ? 
A Crew that wiſh for Death's Releaſe, 
In Hopes to get a Writ of Eafe, 
From Pangs thro' which they've often paſt, 
Of Pillory and Whipping Poft. 280 
Quoth Larvo, I cannot refuſe, 
But they are fitteſt for our Uſe ; 
A Set, Caſe-harden'd as they are, 
Should only wage a focial War; 
Where Fathers, Brothers, Sons, and Couſins, 
Promiſcuoufly fall by Dozens; 
Where all *gainſt Nature muſt be ſteel'd, 
And never to her Impulſe yield; 
So Cannons never ſhould be try'd, 
Until they're doubly fortify d. 290 
1 But 


EW I 


But yet we muſt afford an Handle, 
To our Antagonifts for Scandal ; 
"Twill be a Subject for Burleſque, 
That we have Allies ſo groteſque ; 
That you, who ftrive to keep the Helm, 
And ſteer againſt the Stream—the Realm; 
Are lImk'd indiſſolubly unto 
So vile and infamous a Junto. 

Quoth Fidefract, for doing that, 
I can produce Examples great: 
There's he who ow'd his infant Care, 
And Education to a Bear : 
Who help'd him to erect a City ? 
A Set of Vagrants and Banditti: 
And while at Work did not this ſame 
Monarch, ſo trampetted by Fame, 
Kill his Twm-brother for a Leap, 
And machinate a public Rape : 


300 


Vet 


Y. 301. — ow'd bis infant Care, 
And Education to @ Bear.) Romulus. 


v. 308. And machinate a public Rape.] The Rape 
by the Romans on the Sabine Women. TY 
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Yet their Poſterity refin'd, 
Were deem'd the greateſt of Mankind; 310 
And eke the fratricide their Founder, | 
Is ſtill eſteem'd the Roman Wonder; 

And him each grave Hiſtorian plants, 
Among the Calendar of Saints. | 
The Prince whoſe Greatneſs croſs'd the Line, 
Foretold by viſionary Vine; 

Took for his chief Aſſociate, ay 
The firſt poor Vagrant that he met. 

Who firſt ſhew'd Mahomet the Way 

To lead the Iſhmaelites aſtray, 320 
A carnal Paradiſe to plant, | 
Who but a Friar mendicant ? 

Did not poor Barataria's Regent, 
Engage a Fiddler as his Agent: 
(So Saul poſſeſſed with evil Spirit, 47; 
To Muſic had Recourſe to lay it.) 


- 


Did 


ö 


P. 315. The Prince whoſe Greatneſs croſſed * Line. 5 
Ons | Ih : ; 
Y. 318. The firſt poor 3 that he oy” Sybaris. 


V. 322. Wo but a Friar mendicant?] Sergius Ge 
Friar, who wrote the Koran for Mahomet. 


E 

Did not he liberally bribe, 
The loweſt of the Caſſock d Tribe, 
To varniſh each foul Act, and grace it ? 
Et qui per alium, per ſe facit. 330 
The pureſt Merchandiſe of Ophir, 
Doth lie conceal'd in private Coffer; 
While Coins with Metal baſe alloy 'd, 
Are in the Nation's Uſe employ'd. 
Do not your Coblers, Tinkers, Helots, 
Serve for enthuſiaſtic Zealots ? 
Do not Hedge-Carpenters and Tanners, 
Preach up Propriety of Manners ? 
Do not the pooreſt Leather ftretchers, 
Become deep Revelation Teachers? 340 

Hold, hold, quoth Larvo, ſlack your Gait, 
You amble at too great a Rate: 
I deem it neither ſafe nor prudent, 
That any unexperienc'd Student, 
Should draw ſuch Parallels between 
Politically carnel Men, 
And thoſe that take an holy Courſe, 
And travel without Scrip or Purſe 
Encountering Dangers, Stripes, and Sorrow, 
Without reflecting on the Morrow; 330 
Diſperſing 


48 ] 


Diſperſing round a better Seed, 

Than fam'd Triptolemus e'er did; 

Affording ſpiritual Food, 

Unknown to common Fleſh and Blood. 

What, tho' they're mean in Trade and Birth, 

What is the greateſt Man, but Earth ? 

The nobleſt Occupations are, 

Unto the meaneſt ſimilar : 

What is your Maſter but a Coiner ? 

Your Worſhip's but a bungling Joiner, 360 

That find it difficult, I ween, 

To fplice the national Machine : 

The Courtier is a menial Servant, 

On royal Smiles and Frowns obſervant: _ 
In 


Y. 359. What is your Maſter but a Coiner ?] Al- 
luding to the new baſe Mintage, for which Government 
got above Two Hundred Thouſand Pounds for making 
up the Deficiency between the former Guineas of five 
three, or five fix and the preſent, which weigh but five 
eight. ——N. B. There has been an Addition of five 
Grains Alloy to the preſent Coin. Immediately after 
this Donation, the Parliament of England was ſuddenly 
diffolved, and all the Boroughs bought up by Govern- 
ment, previous to this Diſſolution, were filled up with 
Perſons. ft for their Purpoſe. 


| 1 49 ] 
In ſhort, by moſt, it is agreed, 
That each Purſuit is but a Trade 
Until this Earth was over-grown, 
With Vice, Diſtinctions were not known; 
The Patriarch, in humble Cottage, A 
Along with Servants din'd on Pottage : 370 
Nor did the richeſt Maidens matter 
To carry Pitchers full of Water; 
And theſe Examples weigh fo wi 'me, 
That I inculcate Ifotimy ; 
For which I deputize that Sort, 
Whoſe Modefty can do no hurt: 
Who never can attempt to varniſh 
Truth with oratorial Garniſh. 
Did not the prudent Cenſor vote | 
To have Catneades put out? 380 
Becauſe he juſtly apprehended 
That Oratory only tended 
To keep the naked Truth from Sight, 
Conceal'd behind a Glare of Light. 
What gain'd the wily Serpent Credence, 
And caus'd the Sin of Diſobedience ? 
: ... "is 


v. 379. Did not the prudent Cenſor vote. 1 Cato the 
Elder, 
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His ſubtle oratorial Wit - 

It was that gain'd a Proſelyte. 

Truth, honeſt Truth, can have-no Need 
Of any Rhetorician's Aid. 390 
The Teachers then whom you deſpiſe, 

Are not the Vehicles for Lies: 


They leave that to a certain Set, 


And to your Worſhip's own Gazette. 
Quoth Fidèfract, I take the Hint, 

I well perceive which Way you ſquint. 

Becauſe that Paper undergoes, 

Inſpection e'er it reach our Foes, 

And legendary Variation, 

In order to Hoodwink the Nation: 400 

But ſure tis right and neceſſary, 

At proper Times, from Truth to vary; 

And only utter to the Rabble 

What we conjecture palatable ; 

Which to diſcuſs is now too late, 

T have no Method to retreat : 

Reſolv'd to bear with ev'ry Ill, 

Pll be a-Martyr to my Will, 


And 


1 
And joyfully receive the Blow, 
So I but prejudice the Foe.“ 419 


Thus Sampſon batter'd his own Brains, 
To ſmaſh his Foes, the Philiſtines. 


End of the Second Canto. 


H 2 FIDEFRACT. 


tans "_ mY - 
FIDEFRACT. 


CANT O Il. 


Tux ARGUMENT. 


The chief Auxilliaries who wait 

On Fidifraft, enthron d in State; 

The Crimes with which they wers beſpotted, 
The various Parts to each allotted, 
How they were marſpall d for the Charge, 

Are here exactly told at large. 


HE thirſty Sun began to ſup 
14 The Dew-Drops from the Buttercup, - 
And ſooty Night, by pathleſs Roads, 
Had travell'd to the Antipodes : 
A certain Place, which when firſt known, 
*T was made a mortal Sin to own: 


By 
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By groſs Decretal, which ſeem'd fit 

To papal Charity and Wit; 

When, without any Interruption, | 
Amidſt the Forum of Corruption; 10 
High on a Bench, which had been made 
Of the ſame Subſtance with his Head, 

Our Hero fat in ſullen Mood, 

Among a Self-tormenting Crowd : 

Like Baal's. Prieſts before his Buſt, 

Whoſe Lancets in their Members thruſt ; 
But theſe ſupply'd the Place of Steel, 

By ſubſtituting human Nail. 
A-Party-colour'd Set made bold, 
Capariſon'd by Want and Cold: 20 


Who 


F. 7. By groſs Decretal,] In the Times of Monkiſh 


Ignorance, when ſome enlightened Men adopted the 


Syſtem of the Antipodes, it was execrated by the Pope, 


and Excommunication denounced againſt all that ſhould 


maintain that Syſtem.” 


F. 10. Amidſt the Forum of OY ] The Par- 
liament Houſe. 


V. 11. High on a Bench which, &c.] The Treaſury 
Bench. | 


L af 1 


Who by Infatuation led, 
As formerly was Jacob's Seed, 
Did Songs of Triumph fing, and laugh, 
» || Around their elevated Calf. 
Firſt mov'd the Caledonian Raller, 
A petty-fogging Law retailer ; 
The incoherent would-be Lawyer, 
Not one of theſe who vie with Sawyer : 
For his Opinions, Words, and Looks, 
Are vague, abſurd, and het'rodox. 30 
Yet little Hurt has yet been done, 
By this miſhap'd Leviathan ; 
As few would truſt unto his Skill, 
o The Conduct of a Civil Bill; 
For ſuch as did have ever loſt 
Their Cauſe, tho? juſt, with ample Coſt: 
M ret by inſinuating Cunning, 
he He whilom circumvented D——g: 
xe, For he that's knaviſhly ſiniſter, 
1d Wil only ſuit a State Miniſter. 40 


ir- v. 38. He wwhilom circumvented Dunning. ] The 05 


lebrated Mr. Dunning was Solicitor General, but was af- 
ry erwards diſplaced for oppoſing unconſcientious Mea- 
ures, 


. BEM. a” ; r 


n * 2 2” — _ - 
? — 82822 — 5 2 — - 
— 4 — - 2 _ 
— = . 3 : — 2 E 
— 2 + SE 3 2 


8 


. 


S 
— 


i > a — II 
. — EE. EE. LE —— — — 


—ꝛ— 


2 „ 2% i. 77 
wa, L is - = 
5 4 5 ” 5 7 hey 


N. 
715 
1 
1 
$ wy 
| o 
"Et - 
@! 
; 
"4 
70 fy: 
5. 
; 0 


5 | 
7 


— 


= — — —_ " l * * ” x — 
—— + - — 1 RT S424 Z ” Na Fa 0 
— Lo - - - C bs c 1 — 1 A 4x — ” hy — = 
T : IM 5 X : 2 > —_— N — 5 a EE LS Ty - 2 —— 8 
— — 5 . = l — a 5 * 9 — p — — © > * A a 2 — 2 - * x. == £ 2 8 
2 2 > 72 — - 2 3 2 7 Fm _ * We — 2D = — : ” mts... 7 ie 8 - a 4 2 * 
2 —Y 4 - —_— , 22 < = => ” = _ . = : * — a . . — - -— = — 
= — — 1 — — _— = Pas 2 £4 : vo "_ A . =_ 0-2 * * = 2 2 2 - "= - 2 10 * T 
. TY TT Int 2 — — — : me 2 TT. — = 2 r — * 5 — - 
, — — — : 2 = : - — * S — - 2 - - - — A - —_— 4 —_— = — 
2 - — — hes ** oe - —— — N — — P — - — — —— — = — BY Y& * > 5 — — : _ > * 
- N — * — 8 > — E 2 * AER a . * > — — < — — A 2 — 
ö — 2. = — 
* * £ — — 
— ** — J . --— 4» — l 
5 — 4 — . , 


No Orphan ſhall bedew thy Urn; 


1861 


And it is known that 4 — , 


(Who ought too with the Weather turn, 
Suſpended from an Iron Swivel, 

For Counſels infamous and evil ;) 

Was ever willing and prepar'd, 

At dirty Work to labour hard : 

And, as Scurrihty is ſaid 

To flouriſh in a barren Head, 

So all his Epithets were bilious, 

And ſcurritous as Rex Rupilius : 50 
But chiefly when with Malice rankling, 
He utter'd Billingſgate gainſt Al; 
And contumelious baſe Defiance 

Unto a hoary Sage in Science: 
Wretch ! when the gelid Hand of Death 


Shall freeze thy peſtilential Breath, 
Not one ſhall o'er thy Carcaſe mourn; 


No grateful Widow ſhall go there, 

To pay a tributary Tear. 6e 
Thy kindred Aſs, the Mule and Horſe, 
Shall with their Hoofs inſult thy Coarſe : 


Nor on thy Grave ſhall Vi'lets blow, 


But Aconite art4 Hemlock grow: 
There 


[ 57 1 


There follow d him, and not far diſtant, 
The Offspring of Old Nol's Aſſiſtant; 
That forg'd his viſionary Themes, 
And urg'd his regicidal Schemes, 
Fanatic Th—rl—e, lo he ſpeeds; 
The Excrements of ſhallow Heads. 
A Rattle Snake whoſe vital Flood 
Doth not coniſiſt of human Blood, 
Nor of Mæonides's Ichor, 

0 Or ſuch like Mythologic Liquor 3 

But each Canal and vital Sluice, 

Is overflown with Hemlock Juice : 

His Breaft is troubled with a Canker, 

Raging with unremitted Rancour, 

Againſt the Learned and Polite, | 

And free Aſſertors of their Night: 8 

But liberal of Bows and Scrapes 

To elevated Knaves and Apes; 

ro ſuch moſt ſupple, foft, and yielding, 

6 As Pickpocket and Punk to Fielding; 
The celebrated trading Juftice, 
Who merits more than them the Fuſtis 


I 'This 


Jo 


here 7. 65, Old Ne, Afiftant.} Secretary Thurloe. 
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This mighty Chief was deem'd by all 
As mighty Rhynocerical: 


And yet, his Scull was void and dry 
As Barataria's Treaſury. 90 
When quacking Regents of that Nation 
Adminiſter Evacuation; 
And regularly, as it fills, 
They tap it with Exchequer Bills: 
By ſtrong convulſive Party Ferment, 
This Barriſter had got Preferment; 
As Thunder forcibly drives up 
The Dregs of Liquor to the Top: 
Thus, he by Party Rage was borne high, 
And made his M—j—y's Attorney. 100 
As ſuch, he bungles his Profeſſion, 
For want of Ballaſt or Diſcretion. 

So Kites without a Tail, when flown, 
Will totter, reel, and tumble down : 


So Apes the higher that they ſtart, 


Expoſe the more their Poſtern Part. 
The next that came was hight Sicarius, 


A Man of Principles nefaripus ; 


W hoſe 


v. 107. Was bigh Sicarius.] Lord Mansfield. 


joſe 


( 59 ] 
Whoſe dark and ſanguinary Mind 
Is not by Law or Right confin d. 119 
So when he firſt appear d to plague us. 
He prov'd the modern Cethegus ; 
Whoſe Character had got a Stain, 
Notorious as the Mark of Cain; 
Whoſe Recollection is too bad, 
To comprehend a Promiſe made : 
Whoſe Honour is as ſtaunch and great, 


As King's-bench or Exchequer Knight: 


And like the Sun, upon a Crowd, 

Smiles equally on Bad and Good. 120 
But had he fifty Years agone, 
By honeſt Bickerſtaff been known; 

This Chieftain, he would ſurely dub, 
The Monarch of the Legion Club: 


Nor was the bloody-minded Waller, 


With Tartarean Rancour fuller, 
When, without Remorſe he order'd 
Harmleſs Throp for to be murder'd: 


I 2 Than 
. 118. Ms King - bench or Exchequer Knight.) Names 


ond to Fellows who are ready to hire as Evidences, or 
to offer themſelves as Stag ball. 
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Than was this Fury of Cocytus, 


Who, as a Scourge, was ſent to fright us: 130 


When he diſburs' d the public Monies, 


And brib'd a Set of two-kgg'd Ponies, 

To harraſs, worry, and perplex, 

The Freeholders of Middleſex ; 

To raiſe a Tumult and Diſtraction, 

To bar the Freedom of Election; 

Where ſome who chanc'd to come athwart 

em, 

Could never after tell who hurt em: 

For which peculiar loyal Courſe, 

They got a Pardon and a Purſe. 140 

And as each Roman earn'd a Crown, 

Civic, who ſav'd a Denizon, 

They claim'd and got a new Donation, 

Which, not till then, had come in Faſhion, 

A miniſterial Cypreſs Wreath, 

For dealing and diſpenſing. Death. 
As lank and wrinkl'd as a tann'd Witch, 

Next crawl'd emaciated S—dw—, 


'The 


1. 132. And brifd a Set of two-legg'd nie.] The 
Story of Balf and M*Quirk are too recent to need a 
Comment. | 


he 


141 


The Preſident of mighty Seas, 


O'er which be never caſt his Eyes: 150 
Yet he with ſhatter'd Navy thinks, 

To hold Oceanus in Links : 

As did the Perfian in a Paſſion, 
Who bound, and gave him Maftigation : 
This celebrated Navigator, 

Surpaſs'd m Letchery a Satyr : 

But Nature had been fcant and ſtingy, 

To him as to the Cunnilingi: 

Thus he could uſe no greater Scope, 

Than Deacon with a neu-made Pope: 160 
But never could attempt to play, 

A potent Game of Rem in Re; 

For Letchery in him is mental, 

Nor are his Members inſtrumental: 

His lewd Ideas are ſo ſiz d, 

Too monſtrous to be realiz'd. 

Thus Poets of intrinſick Worth, 


Their huge Ideas can't bring forth; 


And their Conceptions, vaſt in vain, 


Muſt gather Cobwebs in the Brain; 170 


For want of Words of Force and Weight, 
To act as Midwife to their Pate; 
And 
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And draw the mighty Fœtus from 

The pregnant intellectual Womb. 

This mighty Chief conceal'd from View, 

Reſided moſtly in a Stew: | 

Like thoſe who wear the tufted Turban, 

And many Doctors of the Sorbonne; 

Who deem it filthy to be ſeen 

Among the common Herd of Men: 180 

And leſt their Preſence ſhould grow common, 

They laviſh all their Time on Women. 

*T was thus this unavailing Ganeo, 

Himſelf devoted to a Bagnio ; 

Except at ſome odd Times, when his chief 

Intent's on Folly, or on Miſchief ; 

Such as the nugatory Jaunt, 

He with the bloated InranT went: 

From whence, oh, ſtrange ! they left the 
Shore 

As wiſe as they had been before: 190 

Where, after their expenſive Pudder, 4/ 

They view'd the Wonders of a Rudder; 

But Pin- th ſaw a ſtranger Thing, 

A Muh in a leading String; 


And 


l 

And at the Age of Thirty-five, 
Supported by a watchful Hive 
Of Waſps : So Jove, in's infant Days 
Was nouriſh'd by a Flock of Bees. 

Next came twa Johnnies link'd with 

 Sawney, » 

Known by their native Cacophony : 200 
Whoſe Veſtures were belin'd with Vermin, 
Which gave them greater Heat than Ermine ; 
Who not in Search of Want did roam, 
For they'd enough of that at home : 
But erſt to practice Scottiſh Wiles, 
Had wander'd from the Orkney Iſles : 
And pious Men of the Hebrides, 
Who faſt on Sundays as on Fridays : 
For ſuch is their religious Caſt, 
They never Feaſt, but ever Faſt : 210 


Who 


F. 199. Next came twa Johnnies.] Countrymen 
and Comrogues of Mac. The Reader is referred to a 
certain humorous Print, repreſenting a Mob of kelted 
Raggamuffins approaching Lord Bute ; with one at their 
Head, crying, Here are awe your Friends, awe your 
Relations.” L 
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Who may with Verity be ſaid, 


To be the true Egyptian Breed; | 
As they, for lack of Fleſh and Martow, 
Are of the lankeſt Kine of Pharaoh ; 
And to their greateſt Plagues are Martyrs, 
For they have Lice in all their Quatters : 
Theſe could by Force of Necromantick, 
Flatus iffu'd thro' an Hand- ſtick; 
The Rage of Tartan'd Laddies whet : 
From Stentrophonic Bladder let, 
And by another Taliſmanique 
Engine, throw them in a Panick ; 
An Engine of nine caudal Branches, 
With which they flay'd Delinquent's Haunches; 
But tho* a Change to wholſome Food, 
Had render'd ſomewhat pure their Blood; 
Th' oblivious Streams of twenty Lethes, 
Could not eraſe their Cacoethes : 
Videlicet their Shoulder twiſts, 
And frequent Frictions of their Wriſts: 2 30 
Encompaſs'd with fantaſtic Dreams, 
Of Elegance in rawbon'd Limbs : 
Each hop'd to be a lucky Caſter; 
With Fortune s Dice as was his Maſter, 

And 


1 


And prove as happy in his Suit, 
To luſty Widow, as was B—e; 
For croſs- ſhap'd Fops are ever vain, 
Affecting ſtill the niceſt Mein; 
But Naure, that doth ſtill diſpenſe 
For each Defect, ſome Recompenſe, 240 
Made them the Life of Converſation, 
And Subjects fit for Obſervation ; 
For Men of Reaſon to deſcant, 
Not on their Wit, but on their Want 
Of it; by which we may perceive, 
Their only Virtue negative. 

Next ſtood the tinſel'd, vain Coloſſus, 
Who, Vice, and foul Diſhonour, gloſſes; 
Behold the fine, unpaid-for Cloathing, 


Of that poor, vain, important Nothing! 250 


This decorated Lump of Mud 

In vain Reſpect had often woo'd ; 

Coy Nymph, who did the Treaty break, 
And left Contempt his Pediſſeque : 

Yet itching Palms, and confidential 
Phiz, had made him conſequential. 


+ Together 


1. 247. The tinſel d, vain Coloſſus.] Lord Lyttleton. 
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Together with a ſtrong Complexion, 
Which never varied at Detection: 
The only Requiſites of late, 
To make you mount, and ride the State: 260 
For Virtue in the preſent Age, 
Is no Part of the Equipage : 
As deem'd too weighty and unlucky 
For any miniſterial Jockey: 
Who, on the Saddle of Corruption, 
Abhors the flighteſt Interruption ; 
But whips and ſpurs the Common-weal, 
With captive Subjects at his Tail, 
Like Wretches whom the Chance of War, 
Had ty'd to the trinmphal Car ; 210 
Regretting their unhappy Fall, 
That Chance ſhould Virtue thus enthral. 
Yet he thus far was in the Right, 
He was a zealous Williamite : 
Not that he lov'd the Conſtitution, 
Or wiſh'd well to the Revolution: 
Nor had his Predeceſſors been, 
Among the Revolution Men; 
Who were a Cyrus and a Dromo, 
For he is but a nouus Homo. 280 

| But 
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67 ] 
But I, by this explain the Fact, 
Wherein he lik'd brave William's Act 
Propounding, that the Sabbath be 
From Setters, Duns, and Catchpoles free. 
Which was the only Time and Caſe, 
At which he choſe to ſhew his Face; 
Excepting, when he could alledge 
In his Defence, his Privilege. 
All other Days, pent in his Room, 5 
His Parlour left to ſurly Bumb': 290 
He riots, at the public Coſt 
In all Men's Books, but no where croſs'd. 
With Motion ſtiff, next came Ofiris, 

And Rage implacable as Fire is; 
Who ſkulk'd away for Want of Mettle, 
From whence he has deriv'd his Title ; 
Yet now his Adverſaries ſcorns, 
Relying on his branching Horns : 
Horns, which like thoſe Bulls of old, 
For Sacrifice, were tipp'd with Gold; goa 
For he a golden Mine had found, 
By diving in a muddy Pond: 

K 2 And 


v. 293. Next came Ofrris,] Lord Clare, whoſg 
Hiſtory is well known. 
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And ta a Callat turning Groom, 
As common as the Baths of Rome : 
And following a ſly Profeſſion 
For Amoroſos of Diſcretion ; 
And letting Chambers, when Deſire 
Would prompt a Couple to retire: 
This got him Wealth, which Witlings funny 
Cry'd down, as being Leather Money. 319 
Such is the Character of N—g—t, _ 
From honeſt Thought or Deed refugient. 

Cloſe by whoſe Side came Bedford's Buffer, 


With Bute's Fac-totum Man and Truffer ; 


Of whoſe falacious venal Heart, 

A thouſand Proofs I could impart : 

But Satires in their greateſt Flights, 

Are Panegyrics to theſe Wights ; 

So 'tis the better Way, methinks, 

To let their Names go out in Stinks. 320 
Theſe were the potent Chiefs who led 

The Remnants of the Cavalcade : 


The 


v. 313. Bedford's Buffer.] Rigby. 
P. 314. With Bute's fac-totum Man, &c,) Jenkinſy: 


1 69 J 


The wakeful Demons of Exciſe, 
Like Fame, all covered o' er with Eyes, 
Who with more Vigilance than Argus, 
Could keep a Watch on fifty Cargoes; 
And nicer ken than Lynceus' ſound, 
For Stores ſecreted under Ground; 

my Who like the luſty Friars feed 

310 On ev'ry Buſineſs, ev'ry Trade; 330 
In ſubtle Maſquerade who pop 

To ſpy and rummage petty Shop; 

Fer, And like a Ferret in a Burrough, 

1 Thro' Cellars carry Fright and Sorrow. 
A pallid Crew of Money Lenders, 
A brawling Set of Bar Attenders ; 
A griping Pack, the beſt of whom 
Are deem'd moſt eloquent when dumb ; 
A Generation whoſe Declenſion, 

329 Had ſet them gaping for a Penſion: 340 
Who held it as a Poſtulatum, 
That they deſerv'd the Concordatum 

The While honeſt Men are diſregarded, 

And Vice is royally rewarded. 


Beſides 


inſor 


"| LMI 
Beſides there hover'd in the Air, 
A female Shade as Trumpeter ; 
Whoſe hoarſer Throat ſurpaſs'd Miſenus, 
Or four Legg'd Friend of old Silenus; 
Whoſe Braying terrify'd the Giants, 
The time they bid the Gods Defiance; 350 
This awful Shade had fix'd upon her 
Neck, the Motto and the Banner 
As zealot Jew did whilom twiſt 
The Law, about his Neck and Wriſt; 


And Stentor like would oft expreſs it 


% Impune Nemo me laceſjet” 

Terrific Sounds to Mortals, which 

Mean, Touch me not, I've got the Itch.” 
And then with belligerent Whiſtle, | 
Like Indian Whoop, diſplay the Thiſtle ; 360 
A Banner which did well belong 

Unto that party-colour'd Throng ; 

For they by many Facts we find 


Have prov'd a Thiftle to Mankind ; 
This 


V. 345.] Beſides thero hower d in the Air.] That 
deceaſed great Perſonage is ſufficiently known to the 
Readers, by the Protection ſhe affords the kelted Chief, 
under her Petticoats. | 
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This ſturdy Amazonian Laſs, 
When living could ſuſtain a Paſs: 
Yet never found the Knack to parry, 
Two miflive Weapons from a Quarry ; 
So Swine are coax'd to hold their Pluck 
By Titillation, 'till they're ſtuck : 370 
In fact ſhe was no Miſanthrope, 
But reliſh'd well an Under-prop : 
Had, when a Widow, Maid, and Wife, 
A Stomach for the Staff of Life ; 
She martial Muſic hugely lov'd, 
As it an Amazon behov'd; 
And never kept a Warrior from 
A Tune on Cupid's Kettle-drum : 
Yet in a Dionean Fray, 
The Courage of the beſt could lay : 380 
For thoſe who ſtrove againft the Stream, 
Were ſure to play a looſing Game: 
And as the Queen of ſoft Deſire, 
Conceal'd her Pet from Grecian Ire, 
This ſtalking Phantom alſo veil'd, 
A tartan'd Chief from View conceal'd; 
Who dealt his Miſchiefs round with Craft: 
So Teucer with his poiſon'd Shaft, 
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When he had ſtrew'd the bloody Field, 


Sought Refuge from his Brother's Shield. 390 


This Chief had always the Addreſs, 
Not to appear amidſt the Preſs , 
But with Dexterity and Caution, 
He ſet the great Machine in Motion. 
So Pallas, we are told, enrag'd 
That Mars unequal Battle wag'd ; 
As he and ſhe could not have well met 
In open Field, got Pluto's Helmet : 
Thus B—e, who fear'd to be impeach'd, 


Had others to the Fight detach'd : 400 


Yet from behind the Curtain gave 
His Orders to each willing Slave. 
Laſt in the Rear of all the Charge, 
Oft crying halt, came M—nd—1 George; 
Who prudently conceiv'd it meet, 
Still to ſecure a good Retreat: 
As to purſue and fly are one, 
For both Sides then are forc'd to run; 
And he that's quickeſt from the Volley, 
Is ſooneſt able for to rally. 410 


This 


5 


. : cc Mk ¼²—Äà i. 2d 1 > 


1 


This Pellican the Conteſt fram'd, 
Until to Office he was nam'd ; 
Then chang'd his patriotic Mind, 
Deviſing to hoodwink Mankind: 
And with the double Front of Janus, 
Still meditates how to trepan us : | 
To Worth and Truth as great a Stranger, 
As he to Courage was, in Danger; | 
And never meditates a Blow, 
Een when he's rereward of the Foe: 420 
And yet, 'tis ſtrange to find his Heart, 
No Foe to each Man's hinder Part: 
We muſt allow by being ſo, 
He'd but fulfill-the Talian Law; 
As Violence he often from 
Mankind receiv'd on pathic Bum : 
Yet paſſive George, whom neither Fear, 
Nor Shame could hurry to deſpair ; 
L * 


v. 411. This Pellican the Conteſt fram d.] The Pellican 
ſucks the vital Blood of its Parent. — V. B. 'Tis 
known that no Perſon was more violent againſt the 
Meaſures of Government before he got into Office, than 
this ſaid Chief, who is ſuppoſed to be the Author of 
Junius's Letters. 


WW 


| Stock till, as bit by a Torpedo, 430 
Could never lugg out his Toledo: 

Nay, when the frighted Foes had fled, 

He ſtill Eztray'd the Signs of Dread; 

By Palpitations in his Breaſt, 

Which he by. frequent Halts expreſs'd : 

For his quick throbbing Boſom feels, 
Strong Sympathy unto his Heels; 

Which as Achilles's are ſwift, 

But ever take a different Drift; 

As the bold Greek Incurſions made; 

But George is always retrograde: 440 
For Fear and Panick never fail, 

To draw, like Cacus, by the Tail. 


Y. 442. To draw like Cacus by the Tail.] The 
Reader is referred to Virgil's fine Epiſode of Ca- 
cus, in which is related the Monſter's artful Method of 
ſtealing the beautiful Cattle of Hercules, viz. by draw- 
ing them by the Tail, leſt the Fraud ſhould be diſco- 


vered. 


End of the Third Canto. 
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FIDEFRACT. 


CANT O Iv. 


THe ARGUMENT. 


The Sons of Virtue take the Field, 

*Gainſt Vice's feeble Efforts ftee'd : 

Our hardy Knight attempts a Trick, 

But Juſtice in the very Nick, 

Beſtous his lifted Arm a Slap ſhort, - 
M hich makes the wicked Member ſnap ſoort : 
(Sure Omen to ſome certain Heads, J 

Vice fies indignant to the Shades. 


HE hardy Mariners began 
To ſwallow their Meridian Can ; 
Fhe whiſtling Ploughman quit the Share, 
To take, in Peace, his homely Fare ; 
And Phœbus now appear'd in Hafte, 
To bait his Ponies in the Weſt: 
L2 
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In ſhort, the ſhrill-voic'd Village Cock, 

Had thrice proclaim'd it Twelve o Clock; 

When, lo! the ſacred Band appear d; 

E'en by Corruption's Sons rever'd : 10 

Elate with patriotic Fame 

And conſcious Worth, came R—k—ghb-n : 

From whom the Nation ſeeks Relief, 

As whilom Sparta from its Chief: 

Both prodigal' of Life and Blood, 

When it oould ſerve their Country's good: 

Unmov'd by falſe Ambition's Glare, 

Adapted both for Peace and War: 

He counterpois'd Corruption's Scale 

In Favour of the Common-weal ; 20 

Which had almoſt been overſet, 

By Vice and Folly run in Debt : 

Of Virtue the ſincereſt Lover, 

He ſpurn'd at ev'ry baſe Manceuvre : 

And, like the Genius of the Iſle, 

On Worth alone he deign'd to ſmile ; 

5 

v. 11. Elate with patriotic Fame.] This end 

Man has ever obſerved an upright Conduct both in 


public and private Life; and as ſuch, is an Object of 
Veneration to all honeſt Men. 


20 


= 
By honeſt Nymph and aged Matron 
Rever'd, as Virtue's greateſt Patron : 
On whom the ſacred Nine depend, 
As Guardian to their Sons and Friend. 30 
Thrice happy Soul ! when thou ſhalt riſe 
And mingle with thy native Skies, 
The Good ſhall o'er thy Reliques mourn, 
And Peace ſhall hover o'er thy Urn. 

Faſt by him mov'd the great Sublime, 
Whoſe Glories can't decay by Time ; 
Around whoſe Brows, and ſacred Head, 

The Laurel Crown will never fade: 

Whoſe philoſophic Love of Truth, 

Will flouriſh in immortal Youth : 40 

From whoſe inſtructive dulcet Tongue, 

Perſuaſive Elocution hung : 

There Force and Sweetneſs were combin'd, 

Demoſthenes, and Tully join'd ; 

To make an Orator compleat, 

'The Pow'rs of both in him had met : 
Whoſe 


7. 33. Faſt by bim mov'd the great Sublime.) Ed- 
mond Burke, Eſq; Member for Briſtol ; commonly called 
Burke the Sublime, a Name merited by his 1 and 
Oratory. 


1 


Whoſe reas' ning, tho' voluminous, 

Yet was ſo clear and luminous, 

So free from Prejudice and Fear, 

That limpid Springs flow not ſo clear. 50 
Behold the celebrated P—t, | 

Of ſoundeſt Judgment, Taſte, and Wit; 

For patriotic Worth the Standard, 

From Virtue's Path who never wander'd : 

Who, when the State could not be worlſe, 

Was deem'd its only ſure Reſource: 

And when it ſunk beneath the Nadir, 

He rear'd it high as Jacob's Ladder : 

But Words that might another flatter; 

Would to his Merits be but Satire. 60 

We'll therefore ſully not his Name, 

By poorly treating ſuch a Theme. 
With graceful Perſon near at Hand, 

Mark'd out by Nature to command; 

With 


V. 51. Bebold the celebrated P-tt,) Now Lord 
Chatham, the great Luminary of England, who laſt 
War, by his prudent Adminiſtration, extended the Eng- 
liſn Glory thro? the four Quarters of the World, and 
made himſelf the Phenomenon of the Age, without hav- 
ing Recourſe to Places or Penſions, to attain his De- 
mands, or compaſs his truly upright Intents. 


[191 


With Virtue's Breaſtplate follow'd J—nſ—1 


Whoſe Oratory like a Monſoon, 
From Oppoſition gathers Force, 
And triumphs in its rapid Courſe : 
Who, tho” deteſting civil Strife, 


Yet would for Freedom barter Life : 


Nor at the Bargain make a Pauſe, 
Could it promote the common Cauſe.. 


Next B—rrt, who deſpiſing Pelf, - 


Found Wealth and Grandeur in himſelf : 


Who with War's hard and flinty Arts, 
Had ſtudied too the Stateſman's Parts ; 
And could his Labours Harveſt yield, 
Alike in Cabinet and Field : 

Yet ſcorn'd to act the Mercenary; 
And from the Rule of Right to vary ; 


70 


80 


Or 


Y. 65. Follotu d Johnſon.) The celebrated Governor 
Johnſon, whoſe diſtinguiſhed Abilities and Integrity have 
rendered him at once formidable and odious to corrupt 


Adminiſtrations. 


Y. 73. Next B—rrt, who deſpifing Felf.] A nervous 


intrepid Orator, who deſpiſing proffer'd Emoluments, 
has, with a truly patriotic-Spirit, fought under the Ban- 


ners of Virtue and Liberty. 


1 80 J 


Or join in miniſterial Juggle, 
Againſt thoſe gallant Men who ſtruggle, 
Where a defenſive War let looſe is, 
And wag'd pro Aris et pro focis. 
Next venerable, when a Youth, 
A Sage in Science and in Truth, 
The Pillar of the R- chm—d Line, 
In whom the Siſter Arts combine; 
And candid Virtue fix'd her Seal, 
To mark him for the public Weal: 90 
Inflexible to Vice or Fear, 
His Virtue, like Ithuriel's Spear, 
Could Fraud develop by its Touch, 
And Rogues unkennel by Approach. 
Thy Virtues, S—v—le, tao are great, 
Thy Labours to preſerve the State : 
Thy 


v. 87. The Pillar of the R—chn—d Line.) The 
Character of this Nobleman is truly amiable, and his 
Conduct uniform and Upright; unbiaſſed by Party, his 
Object is the Nation's Good. 


Y. 92. Itburiels Spear. ] Vide Milton's Paradiſe 
Loft. | | 


J. 95. S—w—le.] The celebrated Baronet, who | 


would have done Honour to a Roman Senate, in the 


moſt virtuous Times of the Republic. 
; «3 


( 8 ] 


Thy unremitted tender Zeal, 
Its ulcerated Wounds to heal; 
To probe and cut away the Cauſe 
That gangrenes it's ſalubrious Laws, 100 
Are Virtues that we all regard, 
But Conſcience can alone reward. 
Of Patriots were many more, 
Whom I in Silence muſt paſs o'er : 
Had I a brazen Voice and Tongue, 
They'd only do their Merit wrong ; 


And like an intervening Planet, 


Would but eclipſe, and nat explain it: 

If they would then true Plea ſure taſte, 

Reflection will ſupply the Feaſt. 110 
Embody'd thus with Heart and Hand, 

Like the Thermopylean Band ; 

With calm, intrepid Valour ſteel'd, 

In filent March they took the Field : 

So when the Welkin ſeems to ſmile, 

The Clouds ſuſpend their Wrath a while ; ; 

Yet, ſhortly, in terrific Form, 

With Thunders roar, and burſt in Storm. 
And now the Goddeſs of the Iſle, 
Who long had wept, began to ſmile: 120 

M 3-458 


L 8 ] 

 B—t—9's Tears forgot to flow ; 

Her Breaſt with Hope began to glow : 
And Liberty, who ever had 

A cloſe: Connexion with the Maid ; 

And more than any Siſter lov'd, 

By ſympathetic Impulſe mov'd, 

Rode with the Speed of one that's frantick, 
Upon a Sun-beam ofer th' A tlantick : 
Attracted by magnetic Force, 

To where the Heroes ſhap'd their Courſe, 1 30 
In Meaſure with the Silver Sound 

Of Fame, which ſtalk'd along the Ground. 
A Goddeſs, firſt of Pigmy Size; 

Yet ſhortly ſprouted to the Skies; 

And can no more a Secret harbour, 

Than Whilom did the Phrygian Barber : 
But, like her Sex, is not at Reſt, 

Until ſhe can unload her Breaſt; 

So hedges in with bufy Prate, 

To public Route and Tete-a-Tere ; 140 
And what ſhe wiſhes to make common, 
She only whiſpers to ſome Women; 
Which they retail, without Miſpriſion, 


Or any Danger of Elifion ; 
Except 


pt 


1 8g } 
Except a Rival's in the Caſe, 
And then they uſe Metatheſes : 
For Women have an ancient Licenſe 
To ſhew each other in no nice Senſe. 
Accordingly they never give 
An Inch of their Prerogative ; 130 
But, keeping to their ancient Charter, 


Will neither take, nor offer, Quarter. 


And now the patriotic Band, 
In ſerried Ranks was near at hand; 
When Fidèfract began to quake, 
And did this fam'd Oration make: 
While all the Pandars that were near him, 
Did, und Voce, ery out, hear him; 
So when an unexperienc'd Whelp 
Sets up a loud miſtaken Yelp, + 160 
An ill train'd, miſinform'd Pack 
Unanimouſly join the Clack. 
« Miſtaken Zealots!. whence ariſe 
Theſe Tumults and theſe Mutinies ? 
What ſtrange enthuſiaſtic Fury 
Doth your Imagination flurry? _ 
And make you enter this Emporium, 
Where we admit no Correctorium: 


M 2 Whenee 


I 84 J 

Whence we exclude all keen Obſervants, 
Admitting none but truſty Servants: 170 
A Band of Swiſs, who always dance 
Attendance, on each Shrug or Glance; 

And with officious Care await 

On him who throws them out the Bait. 

Tis therefore obſtinate and rude, 

Thus out of Seaſon to intrude ; 

And ſpin out Time in ſhrewd Diſcourſe, 
Or Reaſons which will have no Force: 

To teize the Body of the Nation, 

With petty Ratiocination. 180 
Then give yourſelves, a Writ of Eaſe, 
Prithee forthwith depart in Peace: 

Or, on my Evangelic Word, 

The Oath that appertains a Lord, 

Which muſt irrevocably fix 

Your Doom, as if Jove ſwore by Styx: 
You ſhall continue in Diſgrace, 

Nor have the Pickings of a Place; 

No mouthing Patriot ſhall ever 

Baſk in the Sun-ſhine of Court Favour, 190 
But ſhould you wiſely now forbear 

To wage diſintereſted War, 


And 


( 85 ] 
And let us finiſh what remains, 
Tow'rds rivetting the Nation's Chains; 
In ſome ſhort Time I may opine 
It proper for to take you in : 
And ſome inferior Parts allot 
To you, in winding up the Plot.” 

Quoth B—rr—2e, © ceaſe thou Pellican, 4 
Thou vile Epitome of Man, 200 b 
That feed'ſt on Leſtrygonian Victuals, I 
The Prince's Brains, the Subject's Vitals ; 

Thou Sycophant, that lov'ſt to lounge 
About the Court, thou greaſy Sponge 
That doſt abſorb, attract and ſup, 
And ſoak the royal Favours up : 
Thou Varlet, who art heterodox, - 
In Language a meer Allotrox : 
Doſt thou, a double-tongue'd Canuſian, 
Think to throw Virtue in Confuſion? 210 
Or hope to ſtagger and pollute us, 
With Arguments inſpir'd by Plutus? 
That epidemic foul Diſtemper 
Cannot infect his Soul or Temper, 
Who thinks that in this purſy Time, 
To hold Employment is a Crime; 
When 


[ 86 ] 


When Honeſty hath no Relation, 


With any but a private Station : 

When Fame and Honour reprobate 
Connexion with Affairs of State: 220 
When to be deem'd the Nation's Friend 
Will Prejudice, not recommend : 


When abject, vile, ſubmiſſive Slav'ry, 


Muſt marſhal Candidates to Knav'ry : 
When you muſt act the Cappadocian, 
If you expect to gain Promotion: 
When you for temporary Pelf, 
Muft ſhackle others and yourſelf: 
When true as th' Hand is to the Clock, 
Or to the Wind, the Weather-cock, 230 
You muſt your proper Conſcience hurt, 
And ſhift with miniſterial Spurt : 

Muft on the ſlighteſt Intimations, 

Keep Time with all their Variations; 
And as you're ſet, ſo you muſt go, 
And either utter, aye or no: 

Obſerving only your Direction, 

But not it's Nature or Complexion; 

For if your Monitrix be tender, 


You muſt corroborate and mend her, 240 


So's 


1 e << nn. A 


387 J 


So's not to ſtart at Ways obſcene, 


Or your paſt Services are vain: 

For Miniſters will have no Dealings 

With thoſe who ſuffer inward Feelings; 

Or ſhew a Symptom of Diſguſt 

To Murder, Perjury or Luſt: 

But execute all dirty Work, 

Like untongue'd or diſmember'd Turk.” 
Quoth FidefraCt, ** I prithee hold, 

Truth is-not always to be told : 2.50 

And he maturely that reflects | 

On human Cauſes and Effects, 

Will find this wayward Diſpoſition 

Ariſes but from Oppoſition. 

Would all agree to Non-reſiſtance, 


We need not Bribery's Aſſiſtance; 
| | Would 


V. 254. Ariſes but from Oppoſition.] This is the old 
Cant of bad Miniftries, to wit, if Government were not 
oppoſed, Places, Bribes and Penſions would be unneceſ- 
ſary. A Fellow who hired an Aſſaſſin to murder a Man 
and rob him, might as well plead in his Defence, that 
if the Man had permitted him without Oppoſition to rob 
him, in that Caſe, he would not have been neceſſitated 
to hire an Aſſaſſin for that Purpoſe. 
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[ 88 ] 


Would you permit us at our Eaſe, 


To rob the Subjects as we pleaſe; 

We needed not, as now the Caſe is, 

Have made out half ſo many Places; 260 
Nor been compell'd, as well you wiſt 

To overload the Penſion-liſt : 

Nor lay ſuch Burdens on the Back 

Of Commerce, as to make it crack. 

But by dividing into Factions, 

To ſcan, oppoſe, and watch our Actions, 
Exerting oratorial Skill 

To thwart our arbitrary Will, 

To fix a Boundary and Meaſure, 

To ſtop the Progreſs of our Pleaſure: 270 
Neceſſity, and not our Will 
Obliges us to take that Pill, 

From whence it doth not always follow, 
But that it's bitter for to ſwallow. 

Which tho' we with Reluctance take, 

Yet you will no Allowance make; 

"Twas never known in Matters mundane, 
But that Fac-totum Men were bounden 

To ſtill purſue ſome ſecret Plan, 

Which makes them play at Cat and Pan. 280 
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Ceaſe then to give yourſelves ſuch Travail, 

Our Myſteries for to unravel : | 

In proper Time twill come about, 

0 That we the Budget will let out.“ | 
Quoth S—v—e, © Providence prevents, 

That we ſhould ſee the vile Contents, 

Or you diſcloſe thoſe curſed Locks, 

Pernicious as Pandora's Box; 

From whence the Scourges of the Age 

Would ruſh with unremitted Rage. 290 

And in the Bottom ſhould we grope, | 

We'd find Deſpair, inſtead of Hope; 

As yet we find enough of IIls 

o | Reſulting from C—-d— Bills, 

Merely to gull the Papiſts made; 

From Prohibitions laid on Trade; , 

From Cuſtom-houſes, as they call'em, 
| 
| 


Remov'd from B—ſi—x unto Sn; 
From changing Harbours, Wharts, and 
Quays 3 
And making Camps a Stage for Plays; 300 
N From 


v. zoo. And making Camps a Stage for Plays.) Al- : 
0 luding to the ridiculous Manner in which our Generals, ; 
e and ft 


18 


From ſending Men two thouſand Miles, 


To ſquabble for two little Hills ; 

For ſpilling Deluges of Blood, 

Juſt to poſſeſs a trifling Rodd : 

Juſt ſo the Spartans, with their Chief 

Othryades, laid down their Life : 

And gallantly fell Sword in Hand, 

About a little Spot of Land. 

Where they were wedg'd ſo cloſe and tight, 

They ſcarce had Room enough to fight. 310 

But if thy Budget ſhould emit 

The Gorgon Plagues contain'd in it, 

It's putrid, peftilential Blaſts 

Would B's wretched Reliques waſte; 

Nor know I when the foul Contagion - 

Would ceaſe, if once twas ſet a raging.” 
Quoth Fid&ract, then in a Paſſion, 

& Thoſe Ills are of your own Creation; 


Let but the vile Plebeians ſtarve, 9811 


While we may cut, divide and carve: 


and Officers paſy'd their Time in 9 during their 
Reſidence there. 


1. zog. Tuft to poſſeſs a trifling Rood.] Bunker's-Hill. 


It, 
IQ 


| You need not undergo the Teil, 


C 3 

And yet participate the Spoil ; 
What happen'd t'other Side the Water 
May well convince you of the Matter, 
Exempli gratia, there is FI——q | 
While maſquerading, did no good ; 
But when he ſhifted, ante Manum 
He got three thouſand Pounds per Annum. 
There's H—i—y too, was made a Major: 
Pr—y---t, Searcher, Packer, Gauger. 330 
And more than I ſhall now repeat, 
Although to each inadequate.” 

More would the famous Fid&fract 
Unto his venal Roll have tack'd; 
And nominated in his Liſt, 
Caitiffs who barter'd Faith for Griſt: 
But the Succeſſor of Eraſmus, 


Let fly at him a Speech ſarcaſmous; 


Which rais'd an univerſal Laugh 
At Fidefract, but he was ſafe: 340 


N 2 For 


7. 337. But the Succeſſor of Eraſmus.] The ſublime 


Burke, as celebrated for his Wit and Turn for true Irony, 


as for his other inimitable Accompliſhments, 
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For Plutus in the Shape of Braſs, 

Had couch'd himſelf before his Face; 
Which render'd his Complexion proof 
Gainſt Shame, Reflexion and Rebuff. 

But when he ſhook his awful Elbows, 
Like trembling Mutineers in Bilboes, 

His Underſtrappers in a Trice, 

Were ſilent as a Set of Mice; 

So when the potent Duelliſt - 

Grimalkin, gives an angry Twiſt, 350 
The Rats which ventur'd on the Floor, 
Skulk back to where they were before. 
Quoth he, I would as lief ſee Hell burn, 
As R—-m—d, R—k—hb—m, or Sh—b—g, 
Who ſtill oppoſe and thwart my Ends, 
Like Shadrac and his Brace of Friends; 
And me deſpiſe, tho' I ſhould burn as 
Fierce, as did the fiery Furnace. 

But ſince I have been thus attack'd, 

My firm Decree T'll not retract; 

Nor will I ſuffer Mark or Meaſure, 

To my unkounded Will or Pleaſure. 


In 


7. 354. Shelburne.] The great Patron of Learning, 
and Protector of * 


g. 


1 


In vain you ſtrain your Nerves and Muſcles, 

And make ſuch unavailing Tuſsles; 

While I the Sinews have, of War, 

PI hold you all at bay, afar: 

Nor will I ever quit the Helm, 

While I can pump and ſqueeze the Realm ; 

Nor whiffle, wince, retreat or fly, 

Till I've compleatly work'd it dry. 370 

What mighty Stories have been told, 

Of ſtrangeſt Faculties in Gold? 

How it inſtructs in Arts and Wiles, 

How ſome by it have crept thro' Tiles; 

How it procures an eaſy Paſs 

Through Doors of Steel and Walls of Braſs, 

How, for a Bracelet made of Gold, 

The Prophet's Wife her Huſband ſold. 

How, without Shame, Remorſe or Pity, 

For it, the Virgin ſold her City : 380 

| Why 

F. 376. Through Doors of Steel and Walls of Brafs.} 

Alluding to the Fable of Jupiter and Danae. ; 


v. 378. The Prophet's Wife her Huſband ſold.] The 
Wife of Amphiarus the Theban. 


v. 380. For it, the Virgin ſold ber City, ] Tarpeia be- 
tray'd Rome to the Gaufs. 
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Had got ſuch over-ruling Strength, 


& WM 


Why ſhould I fear then to effect 
The Operations I direct, 
When I command the People's Purſe, 
And Bills which G——nm--—t endorſe; 
And many thoufands of Debentures, 
To help me out in my Adventures: 
And while I've Credit, Mint, or Cafh, 
I-difregard this Noiſe and Clafh. 
But may that inimical Set, | 
Be never mark'd as Fortune's Pet; 390 
May they in no Place lay their Head, 
But Vartue's Flock and flinty Bed; 
Nor any carnal Tranſports crown, 
In- Pleaſure's ſoothing Bed of Pow n: 
But in ſuch Labours paſs their Days, 
As did Amphytrionides.” 

Thus did our Knight, in foreſaid Form, 
Rage like a Puddle in a Storm; 
And with ſuch Imprecations ſtrain 
To execrate them, but in vain. 400 
For when he ſtrove to curſe and maul 'em, 
The more he blunder'd out like Balaam: 
But when his glowing Rage at length, 


That 


L 98 ] 
That he no longer Time could curb it, 
With Fury flaſhing from each Orbit, 
And ſtrange diſtorted Face and Frame, 
Exactly like the Colchian Dame, 
When Jealouſy and Jaſon vex'd her: 
He ſtraight addreſs'd Sir Ambidexter ; 410 
Among the Gods ſo nam'd was he, 
Mong Men Sir Bull-face Double-fee. 
T*whom heav'n gave Parts for any Station, 
But Hell beſtow'd the Application : | 
Long Time he was the ſtanding Pillar, 
For he was Dog, whoe'er was Miller, 
T'him quoth the Knight, what fix'd you there? 
What plac'd you in that Elbow Chair? | 
What but your Promiſe to aſſiſt me, 
If any ſhould attempt to twiſt me? 420 
Yet you with calmneſs view this Rout, 
And ſee me buffeted about. 
I ftritly charge you, call to Order, 
Appeaſe this Tumult and Diſorder ; 
For which take ſome compendious Courſe, 
And neither ſtick at Fraud or Force; ye 
v. 408. The Colchian Dame.] Medea. 5 10 | 
F. 412. Sir Bull-face Double-fee.) A Character too 
well known to need any Comment. 
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For I relinquiſh farther Soothing, 
It ſhall be either Neck or Nothing. 

Scarce had the mighty Fidèfract | 
Thus finiſh'd, when he would retract, 4.30 
But that was too ſevere a Taſk, 

He therefore threw away the Maſk; 
And negligent of Reprehenſion, 
Avow'd his ſiniſter Intention. 

This flagrant Speech left no Excuſe 
For Prolongation of the Truce; 

So both Battallions in Array, 
Were marſhall'd for the fierce Affray. 
Then, without further Time purloin'd, 


They both in dreadful Conflict join'd ; 449 ; 


The Shouting, gudqudverſum flies, 

And Clamour ſcales the ſtudded Skies, 

The melancholy Green-ſick Maid, 

Who pin'd into a Voice and Shade, 

Return'd the loud and hollow Sound, 

Which frighted Nations under Ground; 

For it to ſuch a Pitch was ris'n, 

That it ſcar'd Satan in his Priſon : 

'The poor intimidated Fiend | 

Surmis'd his Kingdom at an End; 450 
And 


l 


— 


1 1 

And thought that Millions, were pell-mell 
Deſcending, to invade his Hell. 5 

Mean - time the Knight with ſudden start 
Retreated to a Place apart; 1 u 
Leſt Fear and Danger might prevent his 
Brain, from being compos Mentis. 
There he in calm ſequeſter d Seat, 
His Carcaſe did refocillate; . 
But Vice beholding from the Juſtle, 
The Abſence of her chief Apoſtle; 460 
Aſſuming ftraight a human Form, 1 
Addreſs'd him with Expreſſions warm: 
Quoth ſhe, in hoary M—$sf—d's Shape, 
&« Is it, amidſt this public Rape, ä 
A proper Time to ſoothe thy Fancy, 
Indulging ſlothful Oſcitancy ? e 
Was it for this, theſe five long Vears, 
I have expended all my Cares? 
And with Attention cloſe have train d 
You up exactly to my Mind; _ 470 
To find you, now when wanted moſt © - -: 
Deſerting from your proper Poſt; - 
Oh, Shame to Knighthood, quickly riſe ! 
The Film that o'erſpread your Eyes, 
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11 
And blunted your keen viſual Ray, 
I have minutely purg'd away; 


Then take theſe Chains of ſtrongeſt Mettle, 


They will the doubtful Conteſt ſettle; 
Where Liberty ſuſtains the Fight, 
Unknown to other Mortals' Sight, 480 
And bears againſt the oppoſing Storm, 


In R—k—h—m's deteſted Form; 


Thither repair and ſlily ſlip 

Theſe Shackles on her Hands and Hip: 

For when the Guardian of the Flocks, 

Is once enmeſh'd and clapp'd in Stocks, 

Her Votaries, whoſe future State, 

Hath been entwin'd with her's, by Fate, 

Howe'er: reluctantly muſt yield, 

And quit Poſſeſſion of the Field.” 490 
Thus ſpake the Fiend, and from her Creſt, 

Shook off a Viper on his Breaſt, 

Which ftraight inſinuates a Flood 

Of Poiſon in his Maſs of Blood, 


With Phiz portentous from afar, 


He ruſhes to the hotteſt War, 
Then elevates his ruthleſs Hand, 
To execute the Fiend's Command. 


But 


ut 
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But Juſtice, who, in watchful Mood, 
Had perch'd upon a fleecy Cloud, 500 
And with a keen, diſcerning Look, 
A cloſe Survey of both Sides took : 
Had anxiouſly obſerv'd and watch'd 
The Plot againſt her Siſter hatch'd ; 
So on a Goſſamour aſtride, 
The Goddeſs to the Conflict hied ; 
And, juſt as he had rais'd his Arm, 
To do irreparable Harm ; 
The Goddeſs, who abhorr'd the Crime, 
Smote on the execrable Limb. 510 
Soon as the fractur'd Member fell, | 
Vice diſappointed, fled to Hell: 

Thus by Experience, we may ſee, 
So with our joint Conſent agree, - 
That Juſtice, tho' ſhe's ſlow, is ſure, 
And knocks at laſt at each Man's Door. 


v. 10. Smote on the execrable Limb.) Alluding to the 
Miſhap which befel Lord North, viz. the Fracture of 
his Arm, ſome Time ago. 


End of the Fourth and laft Canto. 
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